Joint Application Form for New Zealand–Singapore Biotech in Future Foods Research Programme
Proposal Information
By submitting a proposal, you are agreeing to MBIE’s funding policies, terms and conditions. 
You are responsible for ensuring that all parties cited in your proposal have:
· confirmed their personal details and the nature and level of their involvement in the work described in the proposal is correct
· read and accepted the terms and conditions of submitting a proposal and the information we may make public.
Summary
	Project Title (15 words)
Provide a meaningful and easily understood title that identifies the nature of your proposal.

	


	Duration of Project
Provide the duration of the project, this must be a maximum of 3 years

	


	Start and End Dates
Provide approximate start and end dates for your proposal.
Projects are expected to begin 1 July 2025. 

	


	Funding Requested (New Zealand)
Provide the total funding you are requesting. This can be up to NZ$3 million (GST exclusive)

	


	Funding Requested (Singapore)
Provide the total funding you are requesting. This can be up to S$1.25 million (including overheads of 30%)

	


	Priority Research Areas
Specify the research area(s) that best describe a major focus of your proposal (“Smart and Sustainable Processes”, or “Health and Nutrition”)

	


	Organisation Administrator (New Zealand)
Provide the name, contact phone number and e-mail address for the primary New Zealand contact person for the project. This contact must have the mandate to discuss the proposal and contracting requirements with MBIE and should be from the Research Office or legal entity representing the New Zealand-based research organisation.

	


	Organisation Details (New Zealand)
Provide the name of the organisation that will submit the proposal. This must be a New Zealand-based Research Organisation or a New Zealand-based legal entity representing a New Zealand-based Research Organisation

	


	NZBN Number (New Zealand)
The registration number applies if you are an incorporated society, charitable trust or company. 

	


	Lead PI (Singapore)
Provide the name, contact phone number and e-mail address for the lead PI of the project. This person shall be the primary Singapore contact person to discuss the proposal with A*STAR.

	


	Lead PI’s Organisation (Singapore)
Provide the name of the lead PI’s organisation. 

	




Team
	Project Team
Provide the names, designations and organisations of the Singapore and New Zealand Principal Investigators / Science Leaders for your proposal.
· The time commitment for each team member is entered as FTEs. For example, 1.00 FTE is the hours worked by an employee on a full-time basis.  A half-time employee is entered as 0.50 FTE.

	
	Full Name
	Designation
	Role
	Organisation
	Country
	FTE
	Diversity information (New Zealand only)

	(required)
	(e.g. Professor)
	Principal Investigator
	
	New Zealand
	(at least 0.15)
	

	(required)
	(e.g. Professor)
	Principal Investigator
	
	Singapore
	(at least 0.15)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	







Eligibility
New Zealand-based Entity Confirmation:
☐ I have read the eligibility criteria (refer to page 9) and will develop my proposal to meet these requirements. 
Singapore-based Entity Confirmation:
☐ I have read the eligibility criteria and will develop my proposal to meet these requirements.
Abstract and Keywords
	Project Summary (100-200 words)	
Provide a brief summary of your planned proposal, including a concise, high-level description of what you plan to achieve during the project. Your summary will be used to identify assessors and any potential conflicts of interest. It must not contain commercially sensitive information.

	


	Keywords
List up to 15 keywords that describe the nature of your proposal. Keywords will help us to align assessors for your proposal.

	


	Challenge Statement (40 words)
Describe the challenge statement your proposal will be addressing (example Challenge Statements are provided in the Call for Proposals, however we encourage you to consider creating your own. The Challenge Statement should clearly relate to the impact you are trying to achieve). 

	




Proposal
	Executive Summary (800 words)
Summarise the overall objective of your proposal, including:
· why your research is needed (the issue or problem you are addressing)
· what you are aiming to achieve
· what you propose to do (hypothesis and scientific approach)
· a high-level description of how the New Zealand and Singaporean teams will work together to achieve it
· the results, impacts and outcomes you expect, how they will be achieved, and who will use or benefit from them
This will introduce your research, its potential impact(s) and your methodology to the assessors, MBIE and A*STAR.
Do not include references, hyperlinks, images, video, or audio files.

	


	Public Statement (400 words)
The public statement may be published on MBIE’s and A*STAR’s websites if your proposal is funded.  It is not used for assessment purposes.
It is important to capture the essence of your research in a way that can be understood by a wider audience and can be used for media purposes. You may include, if required, publishable contact details that can be used by members of the public or the media.
Do not include confidential information or references, hyperlinks, images, video, or audio files.

	


	Research Plan (400 words)
Explain and briefly outline:
· your chosen approach and how it will achieve your objectives
· the technical risks you have identified and the steps you have taken or will take to mitigate or manage them
· your proposed approach to Intellectual Property (IP) and data management
Your Research Plan should be understandable to assessors, regardless of their specific field of expertise. 
You may include images but not hyperlinks, video, or audio files.
Note: You will be required to upload more comprehensive IP, data and risk management plans at the end of this application.

	


	Partner Contributions (300 words)
If applicable, specify any additional organisation(s) you are collaborating with, their country of origin and their contribution to your research. This should include an indication of full-time equivalent (FTE) effort, key researchers or other resources identified to be contributed (such as co-funding or access to specialised equipment).

	


	Vision Mātauranga (300 words)
Where applicable, proposals must consider the relevancy of the Vision Mātauranga Policy. We expect that the Vision Mātauranga Policy will not be relevant to all proposals. Proposals that give effect to the Policy should demonstrate the relevance and use of a fit-for-purpose approach. 
Will this proposal give effect to the Vision Mātauranga Policy, i.e., realise the potential of Māori people, knowledge, and resources? (Yes/No)
If yes: How will this proposal give effect to the Vision Mātauranga Policy? In describing impacts to be realised for New Zealand, include the specific activities, outputs and outcomes that will create impact for Māori.

	




Case for Support
	Impact – 40% (1200 words)

Key Question:  
Will the project deliver health and economic impact that grows the Future Food industries of New Zealand and Singapore? 
Please give consideration to your industry translation and commercialisation plan. A schematic may support your case (such as an outcome logic framework, or similar diagram).
You may include images but not hyperlinks, video, or audio files.

	


	Excellence – 30% (1100 words)

Key Question:
Will the project lead to the creation of new knowledge through high quality research?
You may include images but not hyperlinks, video, or audio files.

	


	Connections – 30% (600 words)

Key Question:  
Will the project establish an enduring collaboration between and within New Zealand and Singaporean collaborating institutions?
You may include images but not hyperlinks, video, or audio files.

	




Key Performance Indicators
	Key Performance Indicators (New Zealand)
Detail how the project will measure its performance throughout the life of the project through Key Performance Indicators (KPIs). 
The KPIs should show how progress towards delivery of the project’s objective and post-contract outcomes will be measured with targets to be achieved during the life of the contract. 
They should include the following performance areas: 
· Capability Development  - Create opportunities for emerging researchers and leaders to build and benefit from global research and innovation industry connections. 
· Collaboration and Partnerships - Advance New Zealand’s global research connectivity, leveraging international expertise and increasing the integration of New Zealand research into global systems.
· Financial Sustainability / independence - Create pathways for commercialisation of innovative technologies.
· Excellence and Impact - Demonstrate excellent, high-impact research in areas of relevance and importance to New Zealand’s economic, societal, or environmental wellbeing.
· Vision Mātauranga Where applicable, demonstrate the potential of Māori people, knowledge, and resources and reflect genuine, fit-for-purpose approaches for enabling that potential. 
MBIE will confer with you on KPIs based on these drafts during the contracting process.

	(please enter KPIs in 
New Zealand KPI and Expense requierments - Biotech Future Foods Application.xlsx)

	Milestones and Key Performance Indicators (Singapore)
Singapore-based researchers and industry collaborators should elaborate in detail the proposed project milestones and proposed capabilities indicators.

	(please enter milestones and KPIs in 
2024-biotech-in-future-foods-budget-milestones-work-contributions-and-kpis_Singapore-template.xlsx)



Budget
	Funding per year (New Zealand)
Indicate how the total New Zealand funding you requested will be divided between each year of the project.

	(please enter budget breakdown in 
New Zealand KPI and Expense requierments - Biotech Future Foods Application.xlsx)

	Breakdown of expenses (New Zealand)
For each year of the project, provide a budget for the project using the following headings:
· Personnel
· Travel
· Overheads
· Materials and Consumables 
· Subcontracting
· Other
Travel costs should not exceed 25% of the budget. Total income must equal expenditure and all values should exclude GST.
Funding does not allow for annual inflation adjustments over the term of the contract. Any sub-contracting should be identified.

	(please enter budget breakdown in 
New Zealand KPI and Expense requierments - Biotech Future Foods Application.xlsx)

	Budget (Singapore)
The Singapore research team should elaborate their budget request in detail using the provided excel template.

	(please enter budget breakdown in 
2024-biotech-in-future-foods-budget-milestones-work-contributions-and-kpis_Singapore-template.xlsx)

	Other Funding Support (Singapore)
For Singapore applicants, provide the details for ALL currently held or applied for national grants. This includes all grants held or applied for by the Singapore-based PI and/or Co-I(s), complete or in progress over the last three years preceding this application. National grants include those administered by A*STAR, NMRC, NRF, MOE, or other public funding agencies and foundations. 

	(please enter other funding support in 
2024-biotech-in-future-foods-other-funding-support_Singapore-template.xlsx)



Other Information
	Research Classifications
Specify three to four six-digit ANZSRC codes for each: 
· Field of Research (FOR) 
· Socio-economic Objective (SEO) 
For each code, specify a percentage of relevance totalling 100% under each category. The codes selected will be used to select assessors for your Proposal.  
An ANZSRC code is a standard classification that allows research and development activities to be categorised according to their intended purpose, outcome and/or discipline.

	


	Conflicts of Interest
Identify any person who has a potential conflict of interest with the proposal and provide details. Outline any proposed arrangements to manage identified conflicts of interest.

	


	Intellectual Property Management Plan
Outline how will you identify, protect and share any intellectual property generated by the project in accordance with the investment goals and to ensure maximum benefit to New Zealand. This includes management of IP between collaborators. 
If the success of your project is dependent on access to existing intellectual property, outline the agreements you have in place to use it.
Describe how the project will employ an open science model.

	


	Data Management Plan
Outline your data management plan. You will also need to confirm access to any data required for the project.

	


	Risk Management Plan
Outline your risk management plan, including: 
· technology
· key personnel
· identification of duplication of research- internationally and domestically.
Please include any other risks associated to your project. You may refer to other sections of the project if and where relevant.

	


	Business Implementation / Commercialisation Plan
Describe how you will commercialise the intellectual property developed through this project, and identify suitable industry collaborators that can implement the innovations as part of their business plan. The plan should outline the expected health and economic impact in their target market(s) over the next 5 years, including quantitative (e.g. total cost savings, revenue generated, return on investment) and qualitative (e.g. intangible outcomes, new capabilities) assessments of projected impact derived from project deliverables

	


	Special ethical and regulatory requirements or barriers
Describe any ethical and regulatory requirements (or barriers) and approvals needed to conduct the proposed research. If approvals have not yet been obtained, tell us how and when you expect to do so. 

If your proposal includes research on organisms that could be regarded as taonga, please describe whether any approvals are needed to conduct the proposed work and whether these have been sought or obtained.

If no ethical or regulatory requirements apply to your proposed research simply state “Not Applicable”.

You are responsible for meeting all ethical and regulatory requirements relating to your proposed research.  Any costs associated with fulfilling these requirements should be included in your budget (as “Other expenditure”).  If delays occur due to failure to gain or initiate the necessary approvals, funding may be withheld, withdrawn or renegotiated

	


	Endorsement
Please upload the following using the joint endorsement form for both Singapore and New Zealand. E-signatures are acceptable.
· endorsement from Principal Investigators/ Science Leaders and Industry Collaborators
· endorsement from the respective Singapore Host institution (by the Chief Executive Director, Executive Director, the Director of Research or equivalent).

	(please enter endorsements in 
2024-biotech-in-future-foods-endorsement-form.docx)

	Curriculum Vitae (CV)

	(please submit CVs in PDF format for all New Zealand and Singapore Principal Investigators. Each CV should be no longer than 4 pages)



Eligibility Criteria
For a proposal to be assessed under this investment, it must meet the following eligibility criteria. Proposals that MBIE and A*STAR determine do not meet these criteria will be declined for funding on eligibility grounds.
1. The proposal must be jointly developed by the proposed New Zealand and Singaporean research partners and must involve at least one New Zealand-based Principal Investigator (PI) and one Singapore-based PI.
2. The New Zealand PI must be employed by a New Zealand-based research organisation, or a New Zealand- based legal entity representing a New Zealand-based research organization.
3. The New Zealand project team is required to confirm they have the agreement from their host institution (for instance from the Research Office) before submitting the proposed research plan.
4. Proposals must not be hosted by or led by a department of the public service as listed in Schedule 2 of the Public Service Act 2020.
5. Proposals must not benefit a Russian state institution (including but not limited to support for Russian military or security activity) or an organisation outside government that may be perceived as contributing to the war effort.
6. The Singapore PI must hold a primary appointment of at least 75% in a Singapore-based publicly funded institution and salaried by the institution. Eligible Singapore-based public sector research performers include the Institutes of Higher Learning (including universities and polytechnics), A*STAR Research Institutes, and non-defence related public sector agencies (e.g., Ministries, Statutory Boards). For applications to A*STAR, proposals must be submitted with the appropriate endorsement by the respective Host Institution (by the Chief Executive Director, Executive Director, the Director of Research or equivalent) to ensure that organizational support is clearly associated with the proposed research plan.
7. The proposal must include two separate budgets specifying each country’s contributions.  Direct research costs and overall resource contributions (including in-kind) from each country should be approximately equivalent.
8. The proposal must meet all submission timeframes and formatting requirements.
Applications are open to both public and private New Zealand-based research organisations. However, proposals will be assessed against their public benefits and private organisations should clearly indicate how their proposal will benefit New Zealand.
Applicants must not submit multiple applications based on the same project, where the only difference is in the duration of the proposed project, the amount of funding sought, or project team members involved. Should the same project team decide to submit more than one proposal, they must demonstrate significant differences between those proposals. If a project team submits multiple proposals based on the same project, all proposals for that project may be deemed ineligible.



[bookmark: _Funding_policies]Funding policies
New Zealand funding policies show our commitment to:
everyone having a fair and equal opportunity to participate in the science system to their fullest potential, and
ensuring that all science data generated through its investments meets minimum expectations of good data management and public availability
For more see our web page Agencies, policies and budget initiatives.
New Zealand Funding terms and conditions 
General
1.1	The terms and conditions are non-negotiable and do not require a response. Each applicant that submits a proposal (hereafter referred to as “you”) will be deemed to have agreed to the Call for Proposals terms and conditions without reservation or variation.
Investigations and reliance on information
2.1	You must examine this Call for Proposals and any documents referenced by this Call for Proposals and carry out all necessary investigations before submitting a proposal. If you are in doubt as to the meaning of any part of this Call for Proposals, you must set out in your proposal the interpretation and any assumptions you used. 
2.2	MBIE will not be liable (in contract or tort, including negligence, or otherwise) to anyone who relies on any information provided by or on behalf of MBIE in or in connection with this Call for Proposals.
Reliance by applicants
3.1	All information contained in this Call for Proposals or given to you by MBIE is for the purpose of allowing you to prepare your proposal. MBIE has endeavoured to ensure the integrity of such information. However, it has not been independently verified and may not be up to date.
Reliance by MBIE
4.1	MBIE may rely upon all statements you make in your proposal and in correspondence or negotiations with MBIE or its representatives. If a proposal is funded by MBIE, any such statements may be included in a funding contract.
4.2	You must ensure all information you provide to MBIE is complete and accurate. MBIE is under no obligation to check any proposal for errors, omissions, or inaccuracies. You must notify MBIE promptly upon becoming aware of any errors, omissions, or inaccuracies in your proposal or in any additional information you provide.
Inducements
5.1	You must not directly or indirectly provide any form of inducement or reward to any assessment panel member, officer, employee, advisor, or other representative of MBIE in connection with this Call for Proposals.
5.2	Business-as-usual communications (relating to funding under existing arrangements between MBIE and your organisation) will be maintained with the usual contacts. However, during the Call for Proposal process, you must not use business-as-usual contacts to solicit or discuss details of this Call for Proposals or any application you have, or intend to, submit, with any person at MBIE or its agents, including the assessment panel members.
Ownership and intellectual property
6.1	This Call for Proposals and any other documents MBIE provides to you remain the property of MBIE. All copyright and other rights in this Call for Proposals and in any other documentation or information provided to you or any other person by or on behalf of MBIE in connection with this Call for Proposals will remain with, and belong at all times to, MBIE or its licensors. 
6.2	MBIE may request at any time the immediate return of all documents supplied and any copies made of them. You must comply with any such request in a timely manner.
6.3	Any proposals or information you supply to MBIE will become the property of MBIE and may not be returned to you. Ownership of the Intellectual Property rights in a proposal does not pass to MBIE. However, in submitting a proposal, you grant MBIE a non-exclusive, non-transferable, perpetual licence to retain, use, disclose, and copy your proposal for any purpose related to this Call for Proposals process.
6.4	By submitting a proposal, you warrant that the provision to MBIE of the information contained in your proposal, and MBIE’s use of it for the evaluation of your proposal and for any resulting negotiation, will not breach any third-party intellectual property rights. 
Confidentiality
7.1	You and MBIE will each take reasonable steps to protect Confidential Information and, subject to paragraph 7.3, and without limiting any confidentiality undertaking agreed between them, will not disclose Confidential Information to a third party without the other’s prior written consent. 
7.2	You and MBIE may each disclose Confidential Information to any person who is directly involved in the Call for Proposals process on its behalf, such as officers, employees, consultants, contractors, professional advisors, evaluation panel members, partners, principals or directors, but only for the purpose of participating in the Call for Proposals. 
7.3	You acknowledge that MBIE’s obligations under paragraph 7.1 are subject to requirements imposed by the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), the Privacy Act 2020, parliamentary and constitutional convention and any other obligations imposed by law. Where MBIE receives an OIA request that relates to your Confidential Information, MBIE will consult with you and may ask you to explain why the information is considered by you to be confidential or commercially sensitive. 
The proposal process
8.1	Despite any other provision in this Call for Proposals, MBIE reserves the following rights:
MBIE may amend, suspend, cancel and/or re-issue the Call for Proposals or any part of the Call for Proposals.
MBIE may make any material change to the Call for Proposals (including any date) on the condition that you are given a reasonable time within which to respond to the change.
In exceptional circumstances, MBIE may accept a late proposal where it considers that there is no material prejudice to other applicants.
MBIE may waive irregularities or requirements in or during the Call for Proposals process where it considers it appropriate and reasonable to do so.
Your proposal may not be approved for funding.
All or any proposal(s) may be rejected.
Your proposal may be accepted in whole, or in part.
Any information you provide to MBIE with your proposal may be retained or destroyed.
Clarification may be sought from any applicant(s) in relation to any matter in connection with the Call for Proposals process.
Any applicant(s) may be contacted, which may be to the exclusion of any other applicant(s), at any time before or after the approval (if any) of proposal(s).
MBIE may reject, or not consider further, any documentation related to your proposal that may be received from you, unless it is specifically requested. 
This Call for Proposals process may be run in such manner as MBIE may see fit.
No contractual obligations created
9.1	No contract or other legal obligations arise between you and MBIE out of or in relation to this Call for Proposals or Call for Proposals process, until a formal written contract (if any) is signed by both you and MBIE.
9.2	This Call for Proposals do not constitute an offer by MBIE to provide funding or enter into any agreement with you. The call for and receipt of proposals does not imply any obligation on MBIE to contract any funding requested in your proposal. MBIE will not be bound in any way until a formal written contract is executed.
9.3	MBIE makes no representations nor gives any warranties in this Call for Proposals.
9.4	Any verbal communications made during the Call for Proposals process will not be binding on MBIE and are subject to the terms of this Call for Proposals.
No process contract
10.1	Despite any other provision in this Call for Proposals or any other document relating to this Call for Proposals, the issue of this Call for Proposals does not legally oblige or otherwise commit MBIE to proceed with or follow the process outlined in this Call for Proposals or to assess your proposal or enter into any negotiations or contractual arrangements with you.
10.2	For the avoidance of doubt, this Call for Proposals process does not give rise to a process contract.
Exclusion of liability
11.1	Neither MBIE nor any assessment panel members, officers, employees, advisers or other representatives will be liable (in contract or tort, including negligence, or otherwise) for any direct or indirect damage, expense, loss or cost (including legal costs) incurred or suffered by you, your affiliates or any other person in connection with this Call for Proposals process, including without limitation:
the assessment process
the preparation of any proposal
any investigations of or by any applicant
concluding any contract
the acceptance or rejection of any proposal
the suspension or cancellation of the process contemplated in this Call for Proposals, or
any information given or not given to any applicant(s).
11.2	By participating in this Call for Proposals process, you waive any rights you may have to make any claim against MBIE. To the extent that legal relations between MBIE and you cannot be excluded as a matter of law, the liability of MBIE is limited to $1.
11.3	Nothing contained or implied in or arising out of this Call for Proposals or any other communications to any applicant shall be construed as legal, financial, or other advice of any kind.
Costs and expenses
12.1	MBIE is not responsible for any costs or expenses incurred by you in the preparation of an application.
Governing law and jurisdiction
13.1	This Call for Proposals will be construed according to, and governed by, New Zealand law and you agree to submit to the exclusive jurisdiction of New Zealand courts in any dispute concerning this Call for Proposals or any proposal.
Disclosure of information
14.1	MBIE may make public the following information: 
The proposal title
The name of the successful Host (the Contracting organisation)
The names of all Partner organisations
The public statement (as provided in the proposal) 
The public statements in the Progress report(s) and/or Final report (if funded)
The total amount of funding provided
The contract number (if funded)
The contract start and end dates (if funded)
The contract status (if funded) 
ANZSRC information provided in your application (if funded)
14.2	You must not release any media statement or other information relating to the process outlined in this Call for Proposals, or the submission or approval of any proposal to any public medium without providing sufficient advance Notice to MBIE.
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