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Hong Kong-Singapore Joint Call for Proposals: Hong Kong Research Grants Council (RGC) and Agency for Science, Technology and Research (A*STAR) 2026

Application Form (For Singapore-based Public Sector Research Performers)
(Hong Kong-based applicants must submit the respective application form to RGC.)

SUMMARY OF RESEARCH PROJECT
[Information provided in this form MUST be consistent with those in the application submitted by the Hong Kong applicant to RGC.]

	Proposal Title 
(in English):
	

	Topics 
(Check only one box that applies to the proposal)
	☐ Artificial Intelligence for Smart Cities of Tomorrow
☐ Science for Energy and Environmental Sustainability
☐ Translational Immunology and Emerging Diseases

	Duration of Project 
(in months):
	Phase 1: 24 Months

Phase 2: 36 Months 
(for selected projects from Phase 1)

Note: Applicants are required to provide a research plan covering both phases over a total duration of 60 months (5 years) at the point of application.

	Budget Requested:
	Hong Kong Research Team

	
	(Phase 1) HKD
(Phase 2) HKD 

	
	Singapore Research Team (including 30% indirect costs)

	
	(Phase 1) SGD 
(Phase 2) SGD







INSTRUCTIONS

This document comprises nine (9) separate parts. Please complete ALL parts.

Remove the notes that are in italic texts in this form prior to submission.

	PART
	DESCRIPTION

	I.
	General Information

	II.
	Details of the Research Proposal
Information provided in this part MUST be consistent with those in the application submitted by the Hong Kong applicant.

	III.
	Work Contribution

	IV.
	Curriculum Vitae

	V.
	Exchange Plan for Researchers

	VI.
	Budget Description (for Singapore side)

	VII.
	Acknowledgement (for Hong Kong-based and Singapore-based PIs and Co-Is)

	VIII.
	Appendices

	IX.
	Endorsement and Declaration



Singapore-based applicants should electronically submit their application forms on 20 October 2026 (Tuesday) via https://igrants-app.a-star.edu.sg/
Hong Kong-based applicants should submit their respective application forms to RGC by their stipulated deadline. 

Both Hong Kong-based and Singapore-based applicants should work jointly to produce the information of the research proposal, work contribution and collaborative plan, as well as researchers exchange plan. 

In order to ensure consistency and fairness to all applicants, applicants must follow the following format when preparing write-up and content in this application form:
	Font:		Times New Roman 
	Font size:	12 point
	Margin:		2.5 cm all round
	Spacing:		Single-line spacing
	PDF version:	Compatible with Adobe Acrobat Reader 5

Please note that applications will be considered ineligible if the proposal exceeds the allowable page / word limit in the various sections.

All information is treated in confidence. The information submitted to iGrants is furnished to A*STAR with the understanding that it shall be used or disclosed for evaluation, reference and reporting purposes, respectively. 
To find out more about how A*STAR uses your personal data, please refer to our privacy policy/statement, respectively. A*STAR: https://www.a-star.edu.sg/privacy-statement


DETAILS OF PUBLIC SECTOR RESEARCH PERFORMERS AND COLLABORATORS

The submission of every joint proposal must involve one Singapore-based and one Hong Kong-based public sector research performer. Singapore-based and Hong Kong-based collaborator’s involvements are optional. Please include the details of all PI(s), Co-I(s), and Collaborators who are participating in this project.

On the Singapore side:

The Principal Investigator (PI) is the lead researcher responsible for delivering the milestones and deliverables of the project, coordinating research activities carried out by the research team, managing the grant award and post-award administrations (e.g. progress and final reports, project variation requests, financial reporting etc.) on behalf of the Singapore-based research team. 

The Co-Investigator(s) (Co-I) will be the person(s) leading and managing a particular aspect of the collaborative effort.

A “Collaborator” means any company, institution, incorporated body or other industry or academic collaborator, which is not an Institution or an Investigator but is to be engaged in the Research in collaboration with the Institutions or any of them. Teams from Singapore are encouraged to include collaborators from other ASEAN Member States. Possible collaborators should seek their own funding or provide in-kind contributions.



PART I. GENERAL INFORMATION

Hong Kong-based PI

	SURNAME
(FAMILY NAME)
	
	Given Name
(First Name)
	

	ORCID[footnoteRef:2] [2:  PI and Co-I are required to provide their ORCID. ORCID is a free, unique, persistent identifier (PID) that individuals use as they engage in research, scholarship, and innovation activities. An ORCID iD helps distinguish researchers from others with similar names. For more information or to register for an ORCID iD, please visit https://orcid.org/about/membership/new ] 

	

	Designation/Position, 
Organisation/Department, 
Institution/University
	

	E-mail
	




Hong Kong-based Co-I & Collaborator (if any)

	Role
(e.g. Co-I/ Collaborator)
	Full Name
(Surname, 
Given Name)
	ORCID
	Designation/Position, Organisation/Department, Institution/University
	Email Address

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	






Singapore-based PI

	SURNAME
(FAMILY NAME)
	
	Given Name
(First Name)
	

	ORCID[footnoteRef:3] [3:  PI and Co-I are required to provide their ORCID. ORCID is a free, unique, persistent identifier (PID) that individuals use as they engage in research, scholarship, and innovation activities. An ORCID iD helps distinguish researchers from others with similar names. For more information or to register for an ORCID iD, please visit https://orcid.org/about/membership/new ] 

	

	Designation/Position, 
Organisation/Department, 
Institution/University
	

	E-mail
	




Singapore-based Co-I & Collaborator (if any) and Collaborators from Other ASEAN Member States (if any)

	Role
(e.g. Co-I/ Collaborator)
	Full Name
(Surname, 
Given Name)
	ORCID
	Designation/Position, Organisation/Department, Institution/University
	Email Address

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	






Part II. DETAILS OF THE RESEARCH PROPOSAL	

PROJECT DETAILS
(a maximum of 1 A4 page for item 1 and 6 A4 pages for items 2 to 7)

1. Scientific Abstract 
(a maximum of 1 A4 page for Scientific Abstract)

	(i) Objectives
(ii) Methodology
(iii) Expected scientific results of the joint research
(iv) Mode of cooperation including the exchange of people (for example, young researchers including students)
(v) Expected economic and social impact of joint research




 
2. [bookmark: _Hlk232497274]Keywords
(List up to 15 keywords that describe the nature of the proposal.)

	






3. Objectives and Key Results
(What are the defined goals of the proposed project, and what are the expected scientific and technological outcomes as a result of the proposed project? Please summarise into 1–3 sentences.)

	





4. Problem Statement
(What is the problem to be addressed in the project and why is it important? What will be the contribution to the field if the project is successful? Please cite relevant works in the field as appropriate.)

	












5. Scientific and technological challenges and the means and methods to overcome them
(Explain the scientific and technological challenges the project aims to overcome in order to achieve its objectives. Describe by what means and methods these challenges can be overcome. Cite references to demonstrate that the challenges have not yet been overcome (or have not been adequately overcome) and that they can be overcome with the methods and means proposed.)

	





6. Future Prospect of Research
(Describe the expected economic and social contributions arising from the research results, as well as the added value expected from the project (focusing on the synergies and mutual benefits of international collaboration).)

	





7. Bibliography
(List up to 5 relevant scientific publications / patent applications of the joint project related to this proposal published in the past 5 years. If there is no applicable item, please list the principal publications of each PI from the past 5 years.)

	





8. References
(a maximum of 3 A4 pages for references is allowed for listing the publications cited in items 1 to 7. All references should be provided in full and include all authors. Generally accepted citation format (e.g. American Psychological Association (APA) format should be used.)

	







9. Research Plan

(a) Time Schedule and Research Plan
(a maximum of 5 A4 pages for Time Schedule and Research Plan)

	
	Research Work Plan 
(Itemise the specific research activities conducted by each team in each year.)

	Phase 1
	1st year
	Hong Kong side

	
	
	Singapore side

	
	2nd year
	Hong Kong side

	
	
	Singapore side

	Phase 2
	3rd year
	Hong Kong side

	
	
	Singapore side

	
	4th year
	Hong Kong side

	
	
	Singapore side

	
	5th year
	Hong Kong side

	
	
	Singapore side



(b) A one-page Gantt chart showing the research activities



10. Pathways to Impact Statement
(a maximum of 2 A4 pages for the Pathways to Impact Statement)
The Pathways to Impact Statement should demonstrate how the research team will realise the “impact” beyond the academia by the findings / outcome of the research proposal and by addressing any associated risks. For the purpose of this section, impact is defined as the demonstrable contributions, beneficial effects, valuable changes or advantages that research qualitatively brings to the economy, society, culture, public policy or services, health, the environment or quality of life; and that are beyond the academia. The impacts may occur in any geographical location whether locally, regionally, nationally or internationally.
The statement should be written in a way that is comprehensible to a lay person. 
It should address the following:
(a) Who are the potential beneficiaries of the proposed research in the short (one to three years), medium (four to ten years) and long term (over ten years)? 
(b) When and how will the potential beneficiaries benefit? What will be the objective demonstrable / measurable benefits beyond academia?
(c) What will be done during and / or after the project to increase the likelihood of achieving the identified benefit / impact and reaching the identified beneficiaries?
(d) What are the potential risks that might adversely affect the achievement of the stated impact and how will such risks be mitigated?
The research team should describe how the research findings arising from this proposal would / could be used, and what the research team would do, in bringing about and achieving future impact beyond academia. It should be noted that research impact may or may not be arising from a single research project. Hence, the expected impact as described in the Pathways to Impact Statement may also include findings from other research, but the part to be contributed by this research proposal should be clearly defined.

	







PART III. WORK CONTRIBUTION (Work Contribution of Team Members and Collaboration Plans Across Both Countries)
(Please provide a detailed description of the work contributions of each team member from all Hong Kong-based and Singapore-based public sector research performers, as well as any collaborators involved in the project.) 

1. Hong Kong

	Role
	Name
	Role in Project

	PI
	
	e.g. Leading project

	Co-I
*Please delete if not applicable
	
	e.g. Developing XXX and leading the research content B. (detailed contributions are required)

	Collaborator
*Please delete if not applicable
	
	e.g. Developing YYY on research content A (detailed contributions are required)




2. Singapore

	Role
	Name
	Role in Project

	PI
	
	

	Co-I
*Please delete if not applicable
	
	

	Collaborator
*Please delete if not applicable
	
	





PART IV. CURRICULUM VITAE

1. Hong Kong
In no more than 2 pages per PI / Co-I, please provide only the following required information based on the format below.

	Salutation & Name of PI
	

	ORCID
	

	Current Appointment(s) & Institution Affiliation(s)
	

	Percentage of time spent every year
	

	Latest publications in the area described in this project (list up to 10)
	

	Other key research achievements (e.g. patents, licenses, awards, spin-off companies, external consultancy etc.)
	

	Past international personnel exchange achievements
	




	Salutation & Name of Co-I
	

	ORCID
	

	Current Appointment(s) & Institution Affiliation(s)
	

	Percentage of time spent every year
	

	Latest publications in the area described in this project (list up to 10)
	

	Other key research achievements (e.g. patents, licenses, awards, spin-off companies, external consultancy etc.)
	

	Past international personnel exchange achievements
	









2. Singapore
In no more than 2 pages per PI / Co-I, please provide only the following required information based on the format below.

	Salutation & Name of PI
	

	ORCID
	

	Current Appointment(s) & Institution Affiliation(s)
	

	Percentage of time spent every year
	

	Latest publications in the area described in this project (list up to 10)
	

	Other key research achievements (e.g. patents, licenses, awards, spin-off companies, external consultancy etc.)
	

	Past international personnel exchange achievements
	




	Salutation & Name of Co-I
	

	ORCID
	

	Current Appointment(s) & Institution Affiliation(s)
	

	Percentage of time spent every year
	

	Latest publications in the area described in this project (list up to 10)
	

	Other key research achievements (e.g. patents, licenses, awards, spin-off companies, external consultancy etc.)
	

	Past international personnel exchange achievements
	




PART V. EXCHANGE PLAN FOR RESEARCHERS
(Describe a specific plan and outcomes for the exchange of researchers including graduate and/or undergraduate students who may play an important role in the joint research and are expected to be internationally active in the future, e.g., by promoting their international mobility and circulation, such as dispatching them to the partner country or holding workshops, or by providing international research opportunities such as presenting at international conferences.)

	
	Exchange Plan

	Phase 1
	1st year
	Hong Kong side

	
	
	Singapore side

	
	2nd year
	Hong Kong side

	
	
	Singapore side

	Phase 2
	3rd year
	Hong Kong side

	
	
	Singapore side

	
	4th year
	Hong Kong side

	
	
	Singapore side

	
	5th year
	Hong Kong side

	
	
	Singapore side





PART VI. BUDGET DESCRIPTION (For Singapore Side)
(Singapore-based applicants are required to complete the Excel template detailing the budget breakdown, milestone, work contributions and KPIs, and to fill in the table below with the respective amounts.
The summary of the budget requested for this project is as follows, while the detailed breakdown for each budget category for Phase 1 should be provided in the Excel template.) 

1. Budget Breakdown

	

	Phase 1 ($)
(24 months)
	Phase 2 ($)
(36 months)
	Total ($)

	Manpower / Labour (FTE) [EOM]
	
	
	

	Equipment (EQPT)
	
	
	

	Other Operating Expenses (OOE)
	
	
	

	Overseas Travel (TRVL)
	
	
	

	Research Scholarship (RS)
	
	
	

	Indirect costs (30%)
	
	
	

	GRAND TOTAL (SGD)
	
	
	


Please indicate the amount to the nearest hundred dollars.


2. Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for Singapore Public Sector Research Performer

	KPI
	Total Capability Indicators (if applicable)

	
	Phase 1 (24 months)
	Phase 2 (36 months)

	No. of jointly developed publications or patents [minimum 1]
	
	

	No. of publications (top 10% most highly cited journals)[footnoteRef:4] [4:  The top 10% most highly cited journals will be based on the CiteScore rankings maintained by Scopus. (https://www.scopus.com/sources.uri, titles in top 10 percentile, Source type Journals and Conference Proceedings).] 

	
	

	No. of joint research proposals submitted for follow-on funding by the end of the project
	
	

	Quantum of follow-on funding secured
	
	

	Others, please specify/propose the indicator(s) that the team may have:
	
	





PART VII. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In submitting this application form, all PIs and Co-Is of Singapore and Hong Kong acknowledge that this is an A*STAR and RGC bi-partisan programme and that both agencies will use the information we provide in accordance with the following:

· RGC and A*STAR Joint Call for Proposals Guidelines
· Applicable Singapore laws
· Applicable Hong Kong laws.

Accordingly, we understand that A*STAR and RGC may share any personal information provided in this application with personnel, contractors and third-party providers:

a. for purposes directly related to administering the programme, including governance, research and the distribution of funds to successful applicants. 
b. to facilitate research, assessment, monitoring and analysis of programmes and activities unless otherwise prohibited by law.
We understand that information that is deemed ‘confidential’ in accordance with the grant opportunity guidelines may also be shared for a relevant Singaporean or Hong Kong government purpose.

A*STAR and RGC may publish information on individual grants in the public domain, including on its websites, unless otherwise prohibited by law.

Declaration from Principal Investigators and Co-Investigator(s) (Co-Is)
In submitting the application form, all PIs and Co-Is declared that the RGC and A*STAR Joint Call for Proposals Guidelines including the privacy, confidentiality and disclosure provisions were read and understood.

We declare that we will comply with and require that our subcontractors and independent contractors comply with all applicable laws.

We declare that we meet all the requirements and criteria outlined in the grant call. 

We declare that the information contained in this application together with any statement provided 
is, to the best of my knowledge, accurate, complete and not misleading.

We acknowledge and confirm that the information provided under the Summary of the Research Proposal and the accompanying details of the research proposal, collaboration plan, and exchange plan (Parts II, III and V) are consistent with the applications submitted to both A*STAR and RGC.   

We acknowledge that we may be requested to provide further clarification or documentation to verify the information supplied in this form and that the administering agency may, during the application process, consult with other government agencies or third-party providers, about the applicant’s claims and may also engage external technical or financial advisors to advise on information provided in the application.


We agree to participate in the periodic evaluation of the services undertaken by the implementing agency.

We approve the information in this application being communicated to A*STAR and RGC in electronic form.

We acknowledge that if A*STAR and RGC are satisfied that any statement made in an application is incorrect, incomplete, false or misleading the administering entity may, at its absolute discretion, take appropriate action. We note such action may include excluding an application from further consideration; withdrawing an offer of funding; and/or for a grant under management, terminating a grant agreement between the relevant implementing agency (A*STAR or RGC).

We declare that we have appointed the appropriate team member to submit this form on behalf of the research team. In checking this checkbox, all PIs and Co-Is acknowledge that they have read, understand and agree on the above acknowledgements and declarations.

☐  All participants have READ and AGREE to the terms of this section.

Name
Name and Designation
Institution
Date
Singapore-based 
Principal Investigator (PI)



Singapore-based 
Co-Investigator (Co-I)*



Hong Kong-based 
Principal Investigator (PI)



Hong Kong-based 
Co-Investigator (Co-I)*



* Please add / remove where appropriate



PART VIII. APPENDICES

1. Other Funding Support 
Please provide details on the funding or other resources provided by any participating industry/institute partner(s) for the applied grant. 

	Type of Resource
	Funding Organisation
	Duration of Support (Years)
	Expiry Date (dd/mm/yyyy)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	





2. Resource Commitment 
Provide a breakdown of the resources committed by each participant. Specific to the Intellectual Property (IP) arrangement, outline the planned agreement between the project participants:
i. How will IPs by each participant be treated during the initiation of the project,
a. Please mention any possible conflict of IP issues that might be relevant for the project. It should be illustrated whether the project is already the subject of any other research/developments/ studies/patents/existing intellectual property rights (own and third-party) including status of domestic and foreign markets, related technology analysis, etc.)
ii. How will IPs developed during the course of the collaboration be treated,
iii. How will IPs be treated at the end of the project. Please indicate plans such as cooperation in follow-up projects, early-stage agreement on the splitting of export markets, sales and/or licensing, possibility of technology transfer and planning for securing intellectual property rights


	



3. 
Declaration of Ethics Approval
Please note that the approval of the grant is subject to ethics approval. Please tick if your study involves the following ethics categories. Kindly indicate the expiry date of the ethics approval and attach the relevant ethics approval documentation. 
If your research involves any of the ethics category but ethics approval is not necessary, please provide the relevant rational under the comments’ textbox.
Please tick, where appropriate, if your study involves the following:
	Ethics Category
	Involved?
(tick if yes)
	Ethics Approval Required?
(tick if yes)
	Ethics Approval Expiry Date
(dd/mm/yyyy)
	Comments/Reasons

	Human subject
	|_|
	|_|
	
	

	Use of Human Tissues or Cells
	|_|
	|_|
	
	

	Animal Experimentation
	|_|
	|_|
	
	

	Use of Animal Tissues or Cells
	|_|
	|_|
	
	

	Requirement for containment Class 2 and above
	|_|
	|_|
	
	



Ethics approval is required. 
		Yes	|_| (Please attach a copy of the ethics approval with the application.)

		No 	|_|



PART IX. ENDORSEMENT AND DECLARATION

1. Endorsement from Head of Institution

To be completed with the appropriate endorsement by the respective Host Institution (e.g., the Chief Executive Director, Executive Director, the Director of Research or equivalent). 

	Specific Comments (if any)

	



In signing the Grant Application, the Host Institution UNDERTAKES to:
· Confirm the accuracy and completeness of the information submitted. 
· Ensure that the applicant is independently salaried by the institution for the entire period of the grant. 
· Ensure that the budget is appropriate and reasonable (e.g., no double funding/excessive purchase of equipment), and is aligned with the Host Institution’s human resource (HR) and other policies. 
· Ensure that the proposed research will be conducted in the Host Institution.
· Provide adequate resources to the applicant for the entire grant period (e.g., lab spaces, mentorship and career development support).
· Ensure that the funds provided are used for appropriate purposes.
· Ensure that the study complies with all laws, rules and regulations pertaining to national and the institution’s research operating procedures and guidelines. 

	The Institution supports/does not support* this proposal. 

	Name:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Designation:
	
	
	Institution:
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Signature:
	
	
	Date:
	

	
	
	
	
	



* Please delete where appropriate



2. Declaration from Principal Investigators and Co-Investigators

In signing the Grant Application, all Principal Investigators (PIs) and Co-Investigator(s) (Co-Is) UNDERTAKE, on any Grant Award, to:

· Not send similar versions of part(s) of this proposal to other agencies for funding.
· Submit supporting documents of ethics approval obtained from the relevant Institutional Review Board (IRB) and Animal Ethics Committee for studies involving human subjects / human tissues or cells, and animal / animal tissues or cells, respectively. 
· Be actively engaged in the execution of the research and comply with all laws, rules and regulations pertaining to animal and human ethics, including the Singapore Good Clinical Practice Guidelines (for Singapore applicants only)
· Ensure that all publications arising from research wholly or partly funded by A*STAR will be forwarded to A*STAR. (for Singapore applicants only)
· Obtain approval from A*STAR before engaging in any commercial activity that will exploit the findings funded by A*STAR. (for Singapore applicants only).
· Declare to Grantor if any investigator listed as PI or Co-I has a conflict of interest with the Industry Partner(s) (company(s) and company executives) listed in this proposal.
· Declare to Grantor if any investigator listed as PI or Co-I is concurrently involved in other projects, grants or engagements that may give rise to conflicts, competing commitments or cross-deployment concerns, and ensure that the relevant internal approvals have been obtained in accordance with the Host Institution's and/or organisation's policies.
· Ensure that necessary due diligence has been conducted on the Industry Partner(s), collaborators, and relevant personnel associated with this proposal in accordance with the Host Institution's and/or organisation's applicable guidelines, policies, and procedures.
· State that this project is funded by A*STAR and RGC when disclosing the research result.

I / We declare that the facts stated in this application and the accompanying information are true and that this is an original and latest version of the proposal.

I / We also declare that no other versions of this proposal (or parts thereof) with similar objectives, scope, deliverables or outcomes have been or will be submitted to any other funding bodies.

I / We confirm that I / We are responsible for all content in this application. Any use of generative AI has been done responsibly, and to the best of my / our knowledge does not infringe third-party IP rights, and this application contains no information that is confidential or proprietary and used without consent, falsified, fabricated, plagiarised, or misrepresented.

I / We acknowledge that if A*STAR is satisfied that any statement made in the application is incorrect, incomplete, false or misleading, the administering entity may, at its absolute discretion, take appropriate action. I / We note such action may include excluding an application from further consideration; debarment; withdrawing an offer of funding; and/or for a grant under management, terminating a grant agreement between the relevant implementing agencies.



	Name
	Name and Designation
	Institution
	Signature
	Date

	Singapore-based 
Principal Investigator (PI)
	
	
	
	

	Singapore-based 
Co-Investigator (Co-I)*
	
	
	
	

	


* Please add / remove where appropriate
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