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CURRICULUM VITAE 
Professor Sir David Lane is the Director of the Cancer Research UK Transformation Research Group at the University of 
Dundee, where he leads research teams studying Human Tumour suppressor gene function. He is also Chief 
Scientist of Agency for Science, Technology and Research (A*STAR).  
 
Sir David completed undergraduate and postgraduate degrees at University College London where he studied auto-
immunity under the supervision of Avrion Mitchison. He carried out Post Doctoral Research first at the Imperial Cancer 
Research Fund in London with Lionel Crawford and then at the Cold Spring Harbor Labs in New York with Jo Sambrook. On 
returning to the UK, Sir David set up his own laboratory with CRC funding at Imperial College, London, then moving to the 
ICRF laboratories at Clare Hall before moving in 1990 to Dundee to help establish the CRC laboratories there. 
 
Sir David has published more than 350 research articles that have been citied over 39,000 times and is internationally 
recognised for his original discovery of the p53 protein SV40 T antigen complex and for his many subsequent contributions 
to the p53 field. The p53 gene is the most frequently altered gene in human cancer with more than half of all cancers having 
mutant p53. He is co-author with Ed Harlow of the most successful practical guide to the use of immunochemical methods. 
The "Antibodies" manual has sold over 40,000 copies. 
 
Sir David is a member of EMBO, and a Fellow of the Royal Society, the UK's premier Academy. He is also a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh, the Royal College of Pathologists, the Royal College of Surgeons (Edinburgh) and a founder 
member of the Academy of Medical Science. He has won many international prizes for his work including the Joseph Steiner 
Prize, the Mayenberg Prize, the Yvette Mayent Prize and the Paul Ehrlich Prize. He has been awarded honorary degrees 
from the Universities of Toulouse, Birmingham, Aberdeen, Stirling, Abertay and Nottingham. He has also been recognized 
for his business acumen with the award of Emerging Entrepreneur of the year. He has played an active part in UK science, 
sitting at various times on the Scientific Committee of the CRC, the Cell Board of the MRC and briefly on the council of the 
ICRF. Sir David founded the Dundee based Biotechnology company, Cyclacel Ltd. and was the Chief Scientific Officer from 
1996 - 2004. From 2004 - 2007, he was the Executive Director of the Institute of Molecular & Cell Biology (IMCB) in 
Singapore. He is dedicated to the successful translation of research for patient benefit and participated in the early 
discussions around the scientific benefits of the merger of ICRF and CRC. 
 
Sir David is well known for his speaking to non-specialist groups and for his clarifying reviews, of which his commentary 
"p53, guardian of the genome" published in Nature, is a key example. 
 
David Lane was knighted for his contribution to cancer research in the New Year honours list in January 2000. 
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Education  

1963-1970 John Fisher School, Purley, Surrey 

1970-1973 BSc in Microbiology (upper second class honours). 
  University College London, London WC1E 6BT 

1973-1976 PhD in Immunology (Faculty of Medicine) 
 Department of Zoology & Comparative Anatomy, University College London. 
 Thesis Title: "F: A Liver Specific Antigen". 
 Supervisor: Prof. N. A. Mitchison, F.R.S. 
Positions Held   
1976-1977 Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the laboratory of Dr. L.V. Crawford, Imperial Cancer 

  Research Fund, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London WC2A 3PX 

1977-1981 Lecturer 

  Department of Zoology, Imperial College of Science & Technology, London SW7 2AZ 

1978-1980 Leave of Absence 

  
Robertson Research Fellow/Cancer Research Institute Fellow, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratories, New York 
11724, U.S.A. 

1981-1985 Lecturer 

  
Department of Biochemistry 

Imperial College of Science & Technology 

1985-1988 Senior Staff Scientist 

  Imperial Cancer Research Fund 

  
Head, Molecular Immunochemistry Laboratory I.C.R.F. Clare Hall Laboratories, South Mimms, Hertfordshire 
EN6 3LD 

1988-1990 Principal Scientist, I.C.R.F. 
  Continued at Clare Hall Laboratories 

1990-present Personal Chair in Molecular Oncology, University of Dundee 

  
Director of the Cancer Research UK Cell Transformation Research Group,The Cancer Research UK Laboratories 
at Dundee. 

1990-1998 Department of Biochemistry, Medical Sciences Institute, University of Dundee, Dundee DD1 4HN. 

1998-present 
Department of Surgery and Molecular Oncology, Ninewells Hospital and Medical School, University of Dundee, 
Dundee DD1 9SY 

2004-2007 Executive Director of the IMCB in Singapore on a three year leave of absence from Dundee 

2007-2008 Chief Executive Officer, Experimental Therapeutics Centre, Singapore 

2008-2009 Chairman of Singapore's Biomedical Research Council 
2007-2011 Chief Scientist, Cancer Research UK 

2009 - Chief Scientist, A*STAR, Singapore 

2012 -  Chairman, Chugai Pharmabody Research Pte Ltd, Singapore  
Teaching 
Experience 

  

1977-1985 Taught and convened an advanced third year course on molecular and cellular immunology. 

  

The course was taken by biochemists, microbiologists, zoologists and botanists. It consisted of some 25 lectures 
plus practicals and tutorials. In addition numerous individual lectures were given on first and second year 
courses. 

1991-2004 
Teaching final year module in molecular oncology. Additional lectures on immunology and cancer to third year 
biochemistry students and to medical students. 

 
 
 

PhD Students 
1. Dr Viesturs Simanis 
2. Dr Ximena Montano 
3. Dr Sara Mole 
4. Dr Richard Greaves 
5. Dr Richard Iggo 
6. Dr Naushin Waseem 
7. Dr Julian Gannon 



8. Dr Karola Lindner 
9. Dr Tonya Bliss 
10. Dr Dion Daniels 
11. Dr Jochen Renzing 
12. Dr Silke Hansen 
13. Dr Charles Stephen 
14. Dr Dimitris Xirodimas 
15. Dr Heidi Mattock 
16. Dr Wei-Li Liu 
17. Dr Suzanne Camus 
18. Dr Sergio Menendez 
19. Dr Rachel Berkson 
20. Dr Fiona Murray-Zmijewski 
21. Dr Maged Nashed 
22. Dr Oliver Staples 
23. Dr Hai Yun See 
24. Dr Julin Wong Shuxian 
25. Dr Walter Goh Leng Peng 
26. Dr Joy Chua Shijia 
27. Dr Tan Ban Xiong 
28. Dr Eng Huiyan 

Other Appointments 
Current 

1. Professor and Head of Molecular Oncology Dundee University 
2. Adjunct Professor, Department of Medicine, National University of Singapore 

Previously 
1. CRC Scientific Committee 
2. ICRF Council 
3. MRC Cell and Molecular Medicines Board 
4. Chairman of NTRAC 
5. Member of the SEB of CRUK 
6. Chairman of the Translational Research Committee CRUK 
7. Chairman of the Cancer Research Portfolio Steering Group of the Chief Scientist Office Scottish Executive 
8. Founder CSO and Executive Director Cyclacel Ltd 
9. Chairman of the SAB IMP Vienna 
10. Co-Opted member, A*STAR EXCO 2005/2006 
11. Director, Exploit Technologies Pte Ltd, Singapore 
12. Committee Member of the selection committee, NUS Centennial Professorship Committee 
13. Working Committee, Biomedical Translational and Clinical Research (BM-TCR), Singapore 
14. Scientific Advisory Board, Bio*One Capital Pte Ltd, Singapore 
15. Chairman, Users Committee Phase 2, Vivarium, Biological Resource Centre, Singapore 
16. Member, The Steering Committee - Molecular Database Program, Bioinformatic Institute, Singapore 
17. Member, The Steering Committee - Chemoinformatics Program, Bioinformatic Institute, Singapore 
18. Member, Singapore Stem Cell Consortium Executive Committee (SSCC EXCO), Singapore 
19. Board of Director, CombinatoRx (Singapore) Pte Ltd, Singapore 
20. Co-Chairman, A*STAR Computational Resource Centre (A*CRC) User Committee, Singapore 
21. Chairman, Biological Resource Centre Executive Committee (BRC EXCO), Singapore 
22. Committee Member, Grand Challenge Steering Committee, Singapore 
23. Executive Deputy Chairman, Biomedical Sciences & Technology Group, Biomedical Research Council, Singapore 
24. Chairman, Scientific Advisory Board, Attogenix Biosystems, Singapore 
25. Chief Executive Officer, Experimental Therapeutics Centre, Singapore 
26. Chairman of the BMRC Singapore 
27. Chief Scientist, Cancer Research UK 
 
Elected Fellowships 

1990 Member of European Molecular Biology Organisation 

1992 Fellow Royal Society of Edinburgh 

1996 Fellow of the Royal Society 

1996 Fellow of the Royal College of Pathologists 

1998 Fellow of the Academy of Medical Sciences 

2000 Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons (Edinburgh) 

2001 Fellow of University College London 



 
Prizes and Awards 

1990 Gibb Fellow of the Cancer Research Campaign 

1993 Charles Rodolphe Brupbacher Foundation, Switzerland 

1993-1998 Howard Hughes International Scholar Award 

1993 Joseph Steiner Prize, Switzerland 

1994 Medal of the Swedish Society of Oncology 

1995 Yvette Mayent Prize, France 

1995 Black Prize,Thomas Jefferson University, USA 

1995 Meyenburg Prize, Germany 

1996 Silvanus Thompson Medal 
1996 Henry Dryerre Prize Lecture 

1998 Paul Ehrlich Prize, Germany 

1998 Tom Connors Prize Lecturer 

1998 Bruce-Preller Prize 

1999 Hon. Doctor of Science, University of Abertay 

2000 Hon. Doctor of Science, University of Stirling 

2000 Knighthood 

2002 Hon. Doctor of Science, University of Aberdeen 

2002 Hon. Doctor of Science, University of Birmingham 

2003 Medal of the Society of Chemical Industry 

2004 Anthony Dipple Carcinogenesis Award 

2004 Buchanan Medal of the Royal Society 

2004 Biochemical Society Medal 
2005 Int. Agency for Res. on Cancer (IARC) Medal, Lyon 

2005 Sergio Lombroso Award in Cancer Research, Weizmann Institute of Science, Israel 
2006 Inserm Award, France (Prize to Foreign Scientist) 

2006 Hon. Doctor of Science, University of Nottingham 

2007 Gregor Mendel Memorial Medal, Czech Republic 

2007 AICR (Association for International Cancer Research) Colin Thomson 

  Memorial Medal Lecture, Beatson Institute for Cancer Research, Glasgow 

2007 David Hungerford Lecture Medal, Bangalore 

2007 Doctor Honoris Causa, University Paul Sabatier, Toulouse 

2008 Royal Medal, Royal Society of Edinburgh 

2009  Datta Medal,Federation of European Biochemical Societies  
2010 Hon. Doctor of Science, University of Liverpool  
2011  Extraordinary Professor to the TEFAF Oncology Chair 

2011  Doctor of Laws honoris causa, University of Dundee  
2012  CRUK Lifetime Achievement Award, Cancer Research UK  
 
 
Principal Current Grants Held in the last 3 years 
 
Grants from Cancer Research UK 

1. Gibb Fellowship Award 
2. Programme Grant (BSC) 
3. Studentship - PhD (TCDB) 

Grants from other organizations 
1. Breast Cancer Campaign 
2. Research grant from the French Embassy at London 
3. Institut National de la Sante Et de la Recherche Medicale (Inserm, France) 
4. Tenovus PhD studentship 
5. Ligue contre le Cancer (France) PhD studentship 
6. French Embassy PhD studentship 
7. Tenovus Small Project Grant 
8. Scottish Universities Life Sciences Alliance (SULSA) PhD Project grant 
9. Scottish Enterprise Commercialisation Award 
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