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Adaptive immunity shapes friendlier fungi in
the gut

Dr Kyla Ost is an Assistant Professor at the University of
Colorado Anschutz School of Medicine. Her research
focuses on understanding how the immune system
interacts with commensal Candida species to regulate
their colonization and pathogenic potential in the gut.
Kyla's interest in fungal pathogenesis began during her
time as a PhD student in Dr J. Andrew Alspaugh's lab at
Duke University, where she studied how Cryptococcus
neoformans detects pH changes within the host. She
then shifted her focus to studying immune interactions
with fungi in the intestinal microbiome during her
postdoctoral fellowship in Dr June Round's lab at the
University of Utah.
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