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Singapore-Australia Bilateral Programme on 
“Innovations in Food for Sustainability”
Call for Proposals 2024
Grant Opportunity Guidelines
	Application opening date:
	8 April 2024 

	Application closing date and time:
	31 May 2024 
8:00pm (Australian Eastern Daylight Saving Time)  
5:00pm (Singapore Standard Time)
Please take account of time zone differences when submitting your application.

	Implementing Agencies:
	Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) and 
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	Enquiries:
	Please direct further queries to:
Singapore-based applicants: A-STAR_FNCC@hq.a-star.edu.sg 
Australia-based applicants: IF4S@csiro.au 

	Date guidelines released:
	8 April 2024 

	Grant webpage 
	A*STAR: A*STAR Funding Opportunities Webpage 
CSIRO: CSIRO confluence page
Information relating to this grant call and all application materials can be found on A*STAR’s and CSIRO’s respective grant webpage. 
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[bookmark: _Toc160018461]About the grant programme
[bookmark: _Toc160018462]Programme Overview & Priority Areas
The Agency for Science, Technology and Research (A*STAR), Singapore and Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO), Australia jointly announce the Singapore-Australia Bilateral Programme on “Innovations in Food for Sustainability” Call for Proposals.  
Building on the momentum of the previous Singapore-Australia Bilateral Programme on “Innovations in Food for Precision Health”, this current programme aims to promote research collaboration between Singapore and Australia on “Innovations in Food for Sustainability” to develop opportunities and individual research projects in the following four thematic areas identified as priority areas:
Production of new or novel ingredients: Fractionation and/or Precision Fermentation
Nutrition and Health
Consumer acceptance of Complementary Protein/Novel Foods
Food Side Stream/Waste Valorisation
[bookmark: _Toc160018463]Programme Objectives
The programme aims to support research teams to:
Develop new or novel ingredients to enable sustainable food production via fractionation and/or precision fermentation to help accelerate delivery to market; 
Gain a greater understanding of the nutritional profiles of novel foods and identify and implement strategies to develop nutritionally balanced products, which may include hybrid and blended products, and facilitate consumer acceptance (e.g., addressing communicating innovation, risks and health benefits of novel foods and innovative technologies to consumers);
Value add to by-products through food side stream/ waste valorisation and develop value added opportunities for industry;
Engage with industry, government, community and other R&D organisations to achieve greater impact.
[bookmark: _Toc160018464]About this Document
This document sets out:
the eligibility and selection criteria for individual projects, including how we consider and assess grant applications
how we notify applicants and enter into grant arrangements 
how we monitor and evaluate grantees’ performance, responsibilities and expectations of the participants for this programme 

CSIRO and A*STAR are jointly responsible for administering this grant opportunity. The defined key terms used in these guidelines are listed in the glossary at section 12.

There are additional clauses pertaining specifically to Australia-based applicants which will be stated in the CSIRO’s confluence page. They will be indicated by asterisks in the grant guideline and all Australia-based applicants must refer to the CSIRO’s grant confluence page for compliance. This applies to sections: *3.2, *3.3, *7.2, *9.1, *9.2, *10.1.
[bookmark: _Toc160018465]Grant amount and grant period
There is up to SGD $2 million and AUD $2 million available under the partnership grant opportunity. 
There is up to AUD 500,000 per project (for Australian-based applicants) and SGD 500,000 funding per project (inclusive of 30% indirect costs for Singapore-based applicants) available under this grant opportunity, granted to successful applicants. An example of the grant allocation for successfully awarded research projects is detailed in Table 1.
Projects can be up to 24 months in duration starting from the project commencement date. Any request for extension resulting in the final project duration that exceeds 24 months will not be accepted. You must aim to complete your project within the maximum time period as per the terms of the grant arrangement. 

Table 1: Example of the grant allocation by CSIRO and A*STAR for an awarded research project.
	Project team A
	AUD Grant (CSIRO)
	SGD Grant (A*STAR)

	CSIRO researchers
	AUD $500,000 
	

	Singapore-based researchers
	
	SGD $500,000 

	Total project cost:
	$1,000,000 (i.e., AUD. $500,000 and SGD $500,000)


You are responsible for any project costs beyond agreed amounts awarded.

[bookmark: _Toc160018466]Eligibility and selection criteria
We cannot consider your application if you do not satisfy all eligibility criteria. 
[bookmark: _Toc160018467]Who is eligible?
To be eligible for grant funding you must propose a joint research project that includes the following:
a CSIRO Principal Investigator 
a Singapore-based Principal Investigator holding a primary appointment of at least 75% in a local publicly funded institution and salaried by the institution[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Eligible Singapore-based public sector research performers include the Institutes of Higher Learning (including universities and polytechnics), A*STAR Research Institutes, and non-defence related public sector agencies (e.g., Ministries, Statutory Boards). For applications to A*STAR, proposals must be submitted with the appropriate endorsement by the respective Host Institution (by the Chief Executive Director, Executive Director, the Director of Research or equivalent) to ensure that organizational support is clearly associated with the proposed research plan.] 

In addition, your project must focus on at least one of the priority areas identified in Section 1.1, and address at least one of the objectives outlined in Section 1.2 of this document.
[bookmark: _Toc160018468]Who is not eligible?*
You are not eligible to apply if you:
Are from an organisation other than either CSIRO or a Singapore-based PI whose primary appointment is less than 75% in a local publicly funded research institution.
are not proposing a project that involves all required parties, as detailed in section 3.1.
are not focusing a project on one or more of the listed priority areas in section 1.1.

Collaboration with industry partner(s) is optional but strongly encouraged. Australia-based industry collaborators are not eligible to receive funding directly and indirectly. Singapore-based collaborators are not eligible to receive funding directly and indirectly unless specifically provided for in the grant and approved by Grantor.  
[bookmark: _Toc160018469]Selection Criteria*
Full applications are assessed and ranked on merit using the following selection criteria:
Alignment (fits with bilateral initiative intent) – 20% weighting
Excellence (science and team synergy) – 40% weighting
Path to impact (benefit and outcomes) – 40% weighting
Projects should preferably leverage on one or more of the following means:
provide access to unique and/or specialised characteristics of overseas partner country (i.e. specific scientific knowledge or technique), availability of key researchers, common interest in technology development in a specific field, etc.
tap into specialised capabilities of overseas partner agencies, and through this, create strategic linkages into specialised capabilities in the future 
provide opportunities to benchmark economic value creation from public sector research 
In addition to the selection criteria, the panel will consider your application on its merits, based on:
Level of synergy of the proposed research to the collective set of activities
The abilities of the researchers
How it compares to other applications
Whether it provides value with relevant money
When assessing whether the application represents value with relevant money, the panel will have regard to: 
the overall objectives of the grant opportunity
the rationale and/or evidence provided to demonstrate how your project contributes to meeting those objectives
the relative value of the grant sought
[bookmark: _Toc160018470]What the grant money can be used for
You can only spend grant funds on eligible activities incurred on the agreed project as defined in your grant arrangement. We may update the guidelines on eligible and ineligible expenditure and activities from time to time.
[bookmark: _Ref468355814][bookmark: _Toc496536661][bookmark: _Toc531277487][bookmark: _Toc955297][bookmark: _Toc119320189][bookmark: _Toc119322279][bookmark: _Toc156289861][bookmark: _Toc160018471]Eligible activities
Eligible expenditure must be focused on undertaking eligible activities, which are defined as being directly related to the project and may include – but are not limited to:
employment of personnel 
proof of concept activities (including field trials)
exchanges and secondments of personnel between Australia and Singapore for project activities
new research–related information sharing, and communication initiatives related to testing of the project activities
conferences, workshops, symposia related to the research.
other direct research costs
[bookmark: _Toc156289862][bookmark: _Toc160018472]Eligible & ineligible expenditure
For guidance on eligible expenditure, refer to Appendix A (for Australia-based applicants).
For guidance on ineligible expenditure, refer to Appendix B (for Australia-based applicants) and C (for Singapore-based applicants).

We may update the guidance on eligible and ineligible expenditure from time to time, and this will be notified to the applicants.
[bookmark: _Toc160018473]How to apply
To apply, one appointed member (either based in Australia or Singapore) will submit ALL the following application materials in PDF format on behalf of all research team members via A-STAR_FNCC@hq.a-star.edu.sg:
	S/N
	Application Materials

	1
	Application form in Appendix D. A copy is also made available on A*STAR and CSIRO’s respective website.
Note: The form should be endorsed by the relevant Business Unit leader (Australia-based applicants) / respective Host Institution (Singapore-based applicants).

	2
	Letters of support from all industry partners (if applicable) indicating the following information:
All members of the proposed group 
Any funding and/or in-kind contributions
the roles/responsibilities the project partner will undertake, and the resources it will contribute 
details of a nominated contact officer at the company’s management level 

	3
	[OPTIONAL] You are also permitted to provide up to five additional attachments as evidence that supports selection criteria responses (where applicable). 


Only complete project proposals are accepted for review, evaluation and assessment for award. Proposals must attempt to fully disclose the research ideas and approaches. It is important that proposals are well-drafted and provide substantial description of the research plan for a fair review of the scientific and/or technical plans and approaches. Proprietary or confidential information must be clearly indicated in the proposals. Proposals must not be duplicative or substantially similar to any previous project or proposal submission.
[bookmark: _Toc489952689][bookmark: _Toc496536671][bookmark: _Toc531277499][bookmark: _Toc955309][bookmark: _Toc119320193][bookmark: _Toc119322284][bookmark: _Toc156289864]If we consider that you have provided false or misleading information, we may not progress your application. If you find an error in your application after submitting it, please write in to A-STAR_FNCC@hq.a-star.edu.sg and update no later than 3 days from the grant closing date.
[bookmark: _Toc160018474]Timeline of grant opportunity
You must submit an application between the opening and closing dates stipulated at the start of this document. Any late applications will strictly not be accepted. 
If you are successful, we expect you will be able to commence your project by September 2024.
Table 2: Estimated timeframe for this grant opportunity
	Activity
	Estimated Timeframe

	Application opening period
	8 April – 31 May 2024 (Seven weeks)

	Assessment of applications
	June - July 2024 

	Outcome of applications
	July 2024 

	Approval of Award
	Early September 2024

	Project commencement 
	16 September 2024 


[bookmark: _Hlk161911059][bookmark: _Hlk161911080]
(For Australia-based applicants) The end date of grant commitment is 30 June 2026, i.e. final grant disbursement will occur no later by 30 June 2026.  
[bookmark: _Toc160018475]The proposal selection and award process
Your application will initially be reviewed against the eligibility criteria. If eligible, the Joint Steering Committee appointed by CSIRO and A*STAR will then assess it against the selection criteria before deciding the proposals to be funded.  
CSIRO and A*STAR may seek additional information to justify, elaborate or clarify aspects of the research approach described in the Application Form during the review process.
The Joint Steering Committee decision is final in all matters, including:
the grant approval
the grant funding to be awarded
any conditions attached to the offer of grant funding
All appeals will not be accepted, and we cannot reveal decisions about the merits of your application.
Please note that approval of the grant is subject to ethics approval, where and when applicable.
[bookmark: _Toc160018476]Post award process
[bookmark: _Toc160018477]CSIRO and A*STAR grant arrangements 
You must enter into a legally binding grant arrangement in order to accept grant funding with the relevant implementing agency. This means the CSIRO team will use a CSIRO grant arrangement that has been developed specifically for this opportunity, and the Singapore-based team will use an A*STAR grant arrangement.  The grant arrangement will stipulate the terms and conditions of how grant funding will be paid: 
the amount of grant that will be paid 
when grant instalments will be paid, required milestones and deliverables 
proportion of eligible expenditure covered by the grant (grant percentage) 
any in-kind contributions you will make, if relevant 
any financial contribution provided by you or a third party, if relevant. 
The provision of your grant may have specific conditions determined by the assessment process or other considerations made by the Joint Steering Committee. We will identify these in the offer of grant funding. 
For each awarded project, CSIRO and A*STAR will each manage the grant arrangement directly with the teams based in Australia and Singapore, respectively. For Singapore-based applicants, the project will be managed through the iGrants System.
Execute means both you and the relevant agency have accepted and signed the funding arrangement. We are not responsible for any expenditure you incur, and cannot make any payments, until a grant arrangement is executed.
The offer may lapse if both teams do not sign the grant arrangement within the stipulated deadline in the grant arrangement. Under certain circumstances, we may extend this period. We base the approval of your grant on the information you provide in your application. We will review any required changes to these details to ensure they do not impact the project as approved by the Joint Steering Committee. 
[bookmark: _Toc160018478]Project specific legislation, policies, and industry standards*
Australia-based and Singapore-based applicants must comply with all relevant laws, statues, regulations, by-laws, rules, guidelines and requirements by the Australian and Singaporean Government respectively, which may be amended or varied from time to time, in undertaking your project. It is a condition of the grant funding that you meet these requirements. We may include these requirements in your grant agreement.
[bookmark: _Toc531277516][bookmark: _Toc955326][bookmark: _Toc107305724][bookmark: _Toc119322292][bookmark: _Toc156289870][bookmark: _Toc160018479]Announcement of grants
Notification of awarded projects will be sent to:
Singapore – the Host Institution of the Lead Principal Investigator and copied to other research partners
Australia – Business unit/sponsoring institute
We may publish non-sensitive details of successful projects on csiro.au and a-star.edu.sg. This information may include:
names of industry partner organisations
title of the project
description of the project and its aims
names of principal investigators
amount of grant funding awarded
project location/s
[bookmark: _Toc160018480]How we monitor your grant activity
[bookmark: _Toc531277518][bookmark: _Toc955328][bookmark: _Toc107305726][bookmark: _Toc119320198][bookmark: _Toc119322294][bookmark: _Toc156289872][bookmark: _Toc160018481]Notification of Changes/Variations to the Research*
Any amendments, deviations or anticipated problems which may materially affect the scope, nature, direction, or purpose of either the Singapore-based or Australia-based component of the Research should be reported without delay to the A*STAR or CSIRO, respectively. In these circumstances, you may request a variation to your grant agreement, including but not limited to:
changing project milestones
extending the timeframe for completing the project but project duration must keep within a maximum two-year period
changing project activities
changes to project budgets
changing milestone achievement to a different financial year due to delay in the project
You can submit a variation request directly to the relevant implementing agency (CSIRO or A*STAR) that you have a grant arrangement with. The outcome of the variation request will be dependent on factors such as but not limited to:
how it affects the project outcome
consistency with the programme policy objective, grant opportunity guidelines and any relevant policies of the department
changes to the timing of grant payments
availability of programme funds.
[bookmark: _Toc160018482]Reporting Requirements* 
You must notify us of events relating to your project and provide an opportunity for the relevant representative to attend.
To monitor the progress of the awarded projects, the Singapore-based Lead Principal Investigator  will be required to submit a joint annual report and a joint final report[footnoteRef:2] on behalf of all research team members (including Australian grantees) via the iGrants website (https://igrants-ia-app.a-star.edu.sg/); :  [2:  The Mid-Term Report and Final Report must be endorsed by the Heads and Lead Principal Investigators of the Singapore-based and Australia-based Host Institutions to ensure that mutual agreement of all parties is clearly associated with the information reported.] 

	Type of Review 
	Period

	Annual Report
	Within two (2) months from the end of the Financial Year (by 31 May). 

	Final Report 
	Within three (3) months from the end of Funding Period


Additional reporting requirements:
Only for Australia-based research teams to comply and submit to IF4S@csiro.au, with inputs from Singapore-based research teams.
	Type of Review 
	Period

	6-month report 
	Within six (6) months from project commencement and subsequent six (6) months till end of program.


Only for Singapore-based research teams to comply and submit via iGrants:
	Type of Review 
	Period

	Final Claim/ Statement of Account
	Within six (6) months from the end of Funding Period


CSIRO and A*STAR will remind the research team of their reporting obligations before a report is due. Late submissions of progress reports will lead to suspension of fund disbursement/ termination of the allotted funding/debarring of Lead Principal Investigators. 
Occasionally we may also need to re-examine claims, seek further information or request an independent audit of claims and payments. 
[bookmark: _Toc160018483]Ad-hoc reports 
We may ask you for ad-hoc reports and information about your project. This may be for input into marketing and promotion communications materials, or to provide input into evaluation or mandatory programme reporting obligations. 
[bookmark: _Toc160018484]Grant acknowledgement guidelines 
In any public communication or published materials[footnoteRef:3] based on or developed under the Research, you must acknowledge the Grantor for its Funding support using the following acknowledgment statement: [3:  Public communication refers to media releases, interviews, speeches, video or any other media materials. Published materlas include scientific publications, books, journals, articles, newsletters, brochures, posters, websites, conference materials, case studies and reports.] 

‘This research/project is supported by the Agency for Science, Technology and Research (A*STAR) and the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation Agency (CSIRO) under the Singapore-Australia Bilateral Programme on ‘Innovations in Food for Sustainability’ (Award 
<Singapore Project No.>/<Australia Project No.>, if applicable)[footnoteRef:4]’ [4:  This shall be based on the grant award reference number, as indicated in the Letter of Award.] 

Where applicable, both Australia- and Singapore-based institutions must include the following disclaimer in all published materials (includes publications, websites, materials, case studies, reports etc.) arising from the Research: 
“Any opinions, findings and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material are those of the author(s) and do not reflect the views of the A*STAR and CSIRO.” 
[bookmark: _Toc160018485]Grant termination 
Funding under the programme may be terminated early for a variety of reasons including (but not limited to): 
by consensus agreement between the recipient, Business Unit (for Australia partners) /Host Institutions (for Singapore partners) (if relevant) and implementing agencies (CSIRO and A*STAR) and; 
for failure to comply with the grant agreement. 
Under some circumstances, terminated funding may be transferrable to a new recipient. Grantees should contact the respective implementing agency (CSIRO for Australia-based teams and A*STAR for Singapore-based teams) to discuss this.
[bookmark: _Toc531277528][bookmark: _Toc955338][bookmark: _Toc119322305][bookmark: _Toc156289876][bookmark: _Toc160018486]Probity 
We will make sure that the grant opportunity process is fair, according to the guidelines, incorporates appropriate safeguards against fraud, unlawful activities, and other inappropriate conduct.
These guidelines may be changed from time-to-time by CSIRO and A*STAR. When this happens, the revised guidelines will be published on csiro.au and A*STAR’s grant web pages. 
[bookmark: _Toc160018487]Conflicts of interest*
Any conflicts of interest could affect the performance of the programme. There may be a conflict of interest, or perceived conflict of interest, if our staff, any member of an advisory or steering committee or advisor, and/or you or any of your personnel:
has a professional, commercial, or personal relationship with a party who is able to influence the application selection process, such as an Australian or Singaporean Government officer 
has a relationship with or interest in, an organisation, which is likely to interfere with or restrict the applicants from carrying out the proposed activities fairly and independently or
has a relationship with, or interest in, an organisation from which they will receive personal gain because the organisation receives a grant under the grant programme.
As part of your application, we may ask you to declare any perceived or existing conflicts of interests or confirm that, to the best of your knowledge, there is no conflict of interest.
If you later identify an actual, apparent, or perceived conflict of interest, you must inform us in writing immediately. 
[bookmark: _Toc160018488]How we use your information
Unless the information you provide to us is:
confidential information as per 10.2.1, or
personal information as per 10.2.3 and 10.2.4,
we may share the information with other Singaporean and Australian government agencies for a relevant government purpose such as:
to improve the effective administration, monitoring and evaluation of programs
for research
to announce the awarding of grants.
[bookmark: _Toc160018489]How we handle your confidential information
We will treat the information you give us as sensitive and therefore confidential if it meets all of the following conditions:
you clearly identify the information as confidential and explain why we should treat it as confidential
the information is commercially sensitive
disclosing the information would cause unreasonable harm to you or someone else
you provide the information with an understanding that it will stay confidential.
[bookmark: _Toc160018490]When we may disclose confidential information
We may disclose confidential information:
to the committee and to A*STAR and CSIRO personnel to help us manage the programme effectively.
We may also disclose confidential information if
we are required or authorised by law to disclose it
you agree to the information being disclosed
[bookmark: _Toc160018491]How A*STAR uses your personal information
All personal information is treated in confidence. The information furnished to the A*STAR Group and CSIRO is with the understanding that it shall be used or disclosed for evaluation, reference and reporting purposes specific to the ‘Innovations in Food for Sustainability’ programme. To find more about how the A*STAR Group uses your personal data, please refer to our privacy statement at https://www.a-star.edu.sg/privacy-statement.   
[bookmark: _Toc160018492]How CSIRO use your personal information
CSIRO must treat your personal information according to the Australian Privacy Principles (APPs) and the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth). This includes letting you know:
what personal information we collect
why we collect your personal information 
to whom we give your personal information.
CSIRO may give the personal information we collect from you to our personnel and contractors, the committee, and other third-party providers, so we can:
manage the programme
research, assess, monitor and analyse our programmes and activities.
CSIRO may:
announce the names of successful applicants to the public
publish personal information on its website.
CSIRO will handle all personal information collected in accordance with CSIRO’s Privacy Policy, which is available online at https://www.csiro.au/en/About/Access-to-information/Privacy. This Privacy Policy contains general information about:   
what is personal information
how we collect, use, disclose and store your personal information
how you can access and correct your personal information.
[bookmark: _Toc160018494]Terms and Conditions
The national regulations and grants terms and conditions of each funding country and implementing agency (A*STAR and CSIRO) shall be complied with. 


[bookmark: _Toc160018495]Glossary
	Term
	Definition

	Agency for Science, Technology and Research (A*STAR)
	The Agency for Science, Technology and Research (A*STAR) is Singapore's lead public sector agency that spearheads economic oriented research to advance scientific discovery and develop innovative technology. Through open innovation, we collaborate with our partners in both the public and private sectors to benefit society.

	Implementing agency
	The entities that are responsible for the administration of part or all the grant administration processes.

	Application form
	The document that applicants use to apply for funding under the CSIRO-A*STAR “Innovations in Food for Sustainability” programme

	Selection criteria
	This is the specified principles or standards, against which applications will be judged, as listed in Section 3.3. These criteria are also used to assess the merits of proposals and, in the case of a competitive grant opportunity, to determine application ranking.

	Project partner 
	This means any company, institution, incorporated body - or other industry or academic collaborator, which is not an institution or an investigator but is to be engaged as a collaborator in the project.

	Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO)
	The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) is the Australian Government’s national science agency.
CSIRO is constituted and operates under the Science and Industry Research Act 1949 (SIR Act) and is responsible and accountable to the Commonwealth of Australia.

	Contributions
	Means any intellectual, inventive, cash or in-kind contributions such as manpower, equipment, facilities, resources, or information made or to be made by any party for a partnership project in accordance with the relevant funding arrangement.

	Deliverables
	This means the specific goods, services, reports, data, and information specified to be a deliverable in the relevant Research Project.

	Eligible application
	An application or proposal for grant funding under the programme that CSIRO-A*STAR– under approval of the Joint Steering Committee - have determined is eligible for assessment in accordance with these guidelines.

	Eligibility criteria
	This is the mandatory criteria which must be met in order to be considered under the selection criteria. Both eligibility and selection criteria apply in order to qualify for a grant.

	Grant arrangement
	A legally binding agreement between the CSIRO or A*STAR partnership programme team and the applicant CSIRO and Singapore-based project team for the grant funding.

	Grant funding or grant funds
	The funding made available by CSIRO or A*STAR to grantees under the programme.

	Grantee
	The recipient of grant funding under a grant arrangement.

	Guidelines
	Guidelines that provide the framework for the administration of the programme, as in force from time to time.

	Non-income-tax-exempt (Australian term only)
	Not exempt from income tax under Division 50 of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997 (Cth) or under Division 1AB of Part III of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 (Cth).

	Project
	A project described in an application for grant funding under the programme.





[bookmark: _Toc160018496]Eligible Expenditure (for Australia-based applicants)
This section provides guidance on the eligibility of expenditure. We may update this guidance from time to time; check you are referring to the most current version from the CSIRO's confluence page before preparing your application.
The Joint Steering Committee makes the final decision on what is eligible expenditure and may give additional guidance on eligible expenditure if required.
To be eligible, expenditure must:
· be incurred by you within the project period
· be a direct cost of the project 
· be incurred by you to undertake required project audit activities (where applicable)
· meet the eligible expenditure guidelines.
[bookmark: _Toc160018497]How we verify eligible expenditure
If your application is successful, we may ask you to verify the project budget that you provided in your application when we negotiate your grant agreement. You may need to provide evidence such as quotes for major costs. 
The grant agreement will include details of the evidence you may need to provide when you achieve certain milestones in your project. This may include evidence related to eligible expenditure.
If requested, you will need to provide the agreed evidence along with your progress reports.
You must keep payment records of all eligible expenditure and be able to explain how the costs relate to the agreed project activities. At any time, we may ask you to provide records of the expenditure you have paid. If you do not provide these records when requested, the expense may not qualify as eligible expenditure. 
At the end of the project, you may be required to provide an independent financial audit of all eligible expenditure from the project.
[bookmark: _Toc160018498]Hired/leased plant
You must calculate eligible expenditure for hired, rented, or leased plant by the number of payment periods where you use the plant for the project multiplied by the period hiring fee. If you purchase plant under a hire purchase agreement, or you use a lease to finance the purchase of the plant, the cost of the item of plant, excluding interest, is capitalised, and then depreciated.
Running costs for hired or leased plant are eligible expenditure but you must be able to verify them. They may include items such as rent, light and power, and repairs and maintenance.
[bookmark: _Toc160018499]Labour expenditure (applicable to Australian teams only)
Eligible labour expenditure for the grant covers the direct labour costs of employees you directly employ on the core elements of the project. We consider a person an employee when you pay them a regular salary or wage, out of which you make regular tax instalment deductions.
We consider costs for technical, but not administrative, project management activities eligible labour expenditure. 
We do not consider labour expenditure for leadership or administrative staff (such as CEOs, CFOs, accountants and lawyers) as eligible expenditure, even if they are doing project management tasks.
Eligible salary expenditure includes an employee’s total remuneration package as stated on their Pay As You Go (PAYG) Annual Payment Summary submitted to the ATO. We consider salary-sacrificed superannuation contributions as part of an employee’s salary package if the amount is more than what the Superannuation Guarantee requires.
For periods of the project that do not make a full financial year, you must reduce the maximum salary amount you claim proportionally.
You can only claim eligible salary costs when an employee is working directly on agreed project activities during the agreed project period.
[bookmark: _Toc160018500]Labour on-costs and administrative overhead (applicable to Australian teams only)
You may increase eligible salary costs by an additional 30 per cent allowance to cover on-costs such as employer paid superannuation, payroll tax, workers compensation insurance, and overheads such as office rent and the provision of computers. 
You should calculate eligible salary costs using the formula below:
[image: ]
You cannot calculate labour costs by estimating the employee’s worth. If you have not exchanged money (either by cash or bank transactions) we will not consider the cost eligible. 
Evidence you will need to provide can include:
· details of all personnel working on the project, including name, title, function, time spent on the project and salary
· ATO payment summaries, pay slips and employment contracts.
[bookmark: _Toc160018501]Contract expenditure
Eligible contract expenditure is the cost of any agreed project activities that you contract others to do. These can include contracting:
· another organisation
· an individual who is not an employee but engaged under a separate contract.
· All contractors must have a written contract prior to starting any project work—for example, a formal agreement, letter or purchase order which specifies:
· the nature of the work they perform 
· the applicable fees, charges and other costs payable.
· Invoices from contractors must contain:
· a detailed description of the nature of the work
· the hours and hourly rates involved
· any specific plant expenses paid. 
Invoices must directly relate to the agreed project, and the work must qualify as an eligible expense. The costs must also be reasonable and appropriate for the activities performed.
We will require evidence of contractor expenditure that may include:
· an exchange of letters (including email) setting out the terms and conditions of the proposed contract work
· purchase orders
· supply agreements
· invoices and payment documents.
You must ensure all project contractors keep a record of the costs of their work on the project. We may require you to provide a contractor’s records of their costs of doing project work. If you cannot provide these records, the relevant contract expense may not qualify as eligible expenditure.
[bookmark: _Toc160018502]Travel and overseas expenditure
· Eligible travel and overseas expenditure may include domestic travel limited to the reasonable cost of accommodation and transportation required to conduct agreed project and collaboration activities in Australia.
· Overseas travel limited to the reasonable cost of accommodation and transportation required in cases where the overseas travel is material to the conduct of the project in Australia.
Eligible air transportation is limited to the economy class fare for each sector travelled; where non-economy class air transport is used only the equivalent of an economy fare for that sector is eligible expenditure. Where non-economy class air transport is used, the grantee will require evidence showing what an economy airfare costs at the time of travel.
We will consider value for money when determining whether the cost of overseas expenditure is eligible. This may depend on:
· the proportion of total grant funding that you will spend on overseas expenditure
· the proportion of the service providers total fee that will be spent on overseas expenditure
· how the overseas expenditure is likely to aid the project in meeting the programme objectives
Overseas travel must be at an economy rate, and you must demonstrate you cannot access the service, or an equivalent service in Australia.
Eligible overseas activities expenditure is generally limited to AUD12000 of total eligible expenditure.
[bookmark: _Toc160018503]Other eligible expenditure
Other eligible expenditures for the project may include:
· building modifications where you own the modified asset and the modification is required to undertake the project, for example installing a clean room. Modifications to leased buildings may be eligible. You must use the leased building for activities related to your manufacturing process.
· staff training that directly supports the achievement of project outcomes
· attendance at relevant conferences, workshops, symposia in order to communicate research translation outcomes
· marketing activities limited to directly communicating research translation outcomes
· financial auditing of project expenditure, the cost of an independent audit of project expenditure (where we request one) up to a maximum of 1 per cent of total eligible project expenditure
· costs you incur in order to obtain planning, environmental or other regulatory approvals during the project period. However, associated fees paid to the Commonwealth, state, territory and local governments are not eligible
Other specific expenditures may be eligible as per approved in the grant arrangement.
Evidence you need to supply can include supplier contracts, purchase orders, invoices and supplier confirmation of payments.



[bookmark: _Toc160018504]Ineligible Expenditure for CSIRO applicants
This section provides guidance on what we consider ineligible expenditure. [We may update this guidance from time to time.]
The Joint Steering Committee may impose limitations or exclude expenditure, or further include some ineligible expenditure listed in these guidelines in a grant agreement or otherwise by notice to you.
Examples of ineligible expenditure include:
· airline memberships 
· internal meetings 
· journal subscriptions 
· computing hardware and mobile devices such as phones, iPads, and tablets 
· general office supplies including whiteboards, whiteboard markers, stationery 
· salary backfilling arrangements 
· equipment or consumables that are deemed to be for general use
· research not directly supporting eligible activities
· activities, equipment or supplies that are already being supported through other sources
· costs incurred prior to us notifying you that the application is eligible and complete 
· any in-kind contributions 
· financing costs, including interest
· capital expenditure for the purchase of assets such as office furniture and equipment, motor vehicles, computers, printers or photocopiers and the construction, renovation or extension of facilities such as buildings and laboratories
· costs involved in the purchase or upgrade/hire of software (including user licences) and ICT hardware (unless it directly relates to the project)
· costs such as rental, renovations and utilities
· non-project-related staff training and development costs
· insurance costs (the participants must affect and maintain adequate insurance or similar coverage for any liability arising as a result of its participation in funded activities)
· debt financing
· costs related to obtaining resources used on the project, including interest on loans, job advertising and recruiting, and contract negotiations
· depreciation of plant and equipment beyond the life of the project
· maintenance costs
· costs of purchasing, leasing, depreciation of, or development of land
· infrastructure development costs, including development of road, rail, port or fuel delivery networks beyond the manufacturing site
· site preparation activities which are not directly related to, or for, the main purpose of transitioning to higher value and/or niche manufacturing
· opportunity costs relating to any production losses due to allocating resources to the agreed grant project
· routine operational expenses, including communications, accommodation, office computing facilities, printing and stationery, postage, legal and accounting fees and bank charges
· costs related to preparing the grant application, preparing any project reports (except costs of independent audit reports we require) and preparing any project variation requests
· travel or overseas costs that exceed AUD12000 except where otherwise approved by the Joint Steering Committee.
This list is not exhaustive and applies only to the expenditure of the grant funds. Other costs may be ineligible where we decide that they do not directly support the achievement of the planned outcomes for the project or that they are contrary to the objective of the programme.
You must ensure you have adequate funds to meet the costs of any ineligible expenditure associated with the project.


[bookmark: _Toc160018505]Non-fundable Direct Cost Items (for Singapore-based applicants)
This section provides guidance on the list of non-fundable direct cost items for Singapore-based applicants. As we may update this list from time to time, please check if you are referring to the most updated version on A*STAR's Funding Opportunities webpage before preparing your application.
	Type of Expenses
	Description

	Salaries of Lead PI / Investigators / Visiting Professors & researchers/ Collaborators/ general administrative support staff
	Not allowable unless specifically provided for in the grant and approved by Grantor

	Teaching buy outs
	Not allowable for the hiring of substitutes to perform the Investigators’ teaching duties.

	Stipend top-up for existing post-graduate scholarship holders
	Not allowable.

	Undergraduate stipend and tuition support
	Not allowable.

	Costs related to general administration and management.
	Not allowable unless specifically provided for in the grant and approved by Grantor. This includes common office equipment, such as furniture and fittings, office software, photocopiers, scanners and office supplies.

	Costs of office or laboratory space
	Not allowable unless specifically provided for in the grant and approved by Grantor. This includes renovation/outfitting costs, rent or depreciation of buildings and equipment, and related expenditures such as water, electricity, waste disposal and building/facilities maintenance charges.

	Personal productivity tools & communication expenses
	Not allowable, unless the use of mobile phones and other forms of smart devices were included in the methodology for the Research.

	Audit fees (Internal and external audit) and Legal fees
	Not allowable.

	Entertainment
	Not allowable.

	Refreshment
	Not allowable, unless this is related to a hosted conference or workshop, specifically approved by the Grantor for the Research.

	Fines and Penalties
	Not allowable.

	Patent Application
	Not allowable. This includes patent application filing, maintenance and other related costs.

	Professional Membership Fees
	Not allowable.

	Staff retreat and team building activities.
	Not allowable.


Grantor reserves the rights to reject any claims that have resulted from changes to Research without prior approval from Grantor and items found not to be fundable, not necessary, not reasonable, not relevant or not used for the Research.
[bookmark: _Toc160018506]Application Form
Please use the attached Word document form to submit your application for this joint grant call:


The form can also be found on A*STAR’s and CSIRO’s respective grant webpage:
A*STAR: A*STAR Funding Opportunities Webpage 
CSIRO: CSIRO confluence page
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Singapore-Australia Bilateral Programme on 
‘Innovations in Food for Sustainability’ (2024) 

 

Application Form 
Proposal for a Research Project between

[Singapore Research Performer] and [CSIRO]



(To be jointly submitted by Singapore and Australia applicants to A*STAR) 

 

		Proposal Title (in English): 

		



		Area of Focus: 

		(a) Production of new or novel ingredients: Fractionation and/or Precision Fermentation

(b) Nutrition and Health

(c) Consumer acceptance of Complementary Protein/Novel Foods

(d) Food Side Stream/Waste Valorisation



(Please refer to the ‘Innovations in Food for Sustainability’ Grant Guidelines for more details on the programme objective for each focus area)



		Duration of Project (in months): 

		



		Budget Requested (Including Indirect Costs): 

		Singapore-based applicants (S$):


Australia-based applicants (A$): 



		Principal Applicants 

		Singapore-based Principal Investigator [Public Sector]

[Name, Designation, Institute]



Singapore-based Co-Investigator [Public Sector] (optional)

[Name, Designation, Institute]



Singapore-based Industry Collaborator (optional)

[Name, Designation, Institute]





		

		Australia-based Principal Investigator [Public Sector] 

[Name, Designation, Institute] 

 

Australia-based Co-Investigator (optional)

[Name, Designation, Institute] 

 

Australia-based Industry Collaborator (optional)

[Name, Designation, Institute] 







Applicants are required to submit their joint applications between 8 April to 31 May 2024 (5pm SGT/ 8pm AEDT).  

 

Please use the following format for the document file name: <SG-AUS2024_Proposal Title_Last Name of Singapore PI_Last Name of Australia PI_ApplicationForm > (e.g. SG-AUS2024_Food for Sustainability_Tan_Smith_ApplicationForm). 

 

Late, incomplete or unendorsed submissions will not be accepted.  

The Australia- or Singapore-based public sector research performer will submit ALL the necessary application materials on behalf of all research team members via A-STAR_FNCC@hq.a-star.edu.sg.  

 Important: Relevant privileged or confidential information should be disclosed to help convey a better understanding of the project. However, such information must be clearly marked in the proposal.





 

 



This document contains eleven (11) separate sections. 

 

Please complete ALL sections following the instructions and submit the application in PDF format.  

Incomplete submissions will not be considered for the grant call. All text should be in single spacing Arial font, 10 pt. 



		SECTION 

		DESCRIPTION 



		1. 

		MAIN DETAILS 

 

1.1 Details of public sector research performers and industry collaborators 

1.2 Lay abstract of proposal 

1.3 Scientific abstract of proposal 

1.4 Declaration of ethics approval  



		2. 

		DETAILS OF RESEARCH


2.1 Excellence (Science and Team synergy)

2.2 Path to Impact (Benefit and Outcomes)

2.3 Alignment with Programme Aims and Outcomes

2.4 Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) and Desired Outcomes

2.5 Project Schedule and Milestones

2.6 Project Deliverables

2.7 References



		3. 

		RISK AND MITIGATION PLAN 



		4. 

		BUDGET INFORMATION 

 

4.1 For Singapore Public-Sector Research Performer (Budget Request)

[If applicable: 4.2 For Singapore Industry Collaborator (Please indicate cash or in-kind contribution)]

4.3 For Australia Public-Sector Research Performer (Budget Request)

[If applicable: 4.4 For Australia Industry Collaborator (Please indicate cash or in-kind contribution)]

4.5 Total Project Cost





		5.

		WORK CONTRIBUTION OF THE TEAM



		6. 

		OTHER FUNDING SUPPORT 



		7. 

		INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY



		8. 

		APPLICANT DETAILS 

8.1 Corporate profile and industry overview 

8.2 Industry Collaborator Involvement 



		9. 

		ENDORSMENT [For Signing]

9.1 Endorsement from principal investigators and industry collaborators 

9.2 Endorsement from head of institution – Singapore 

9.3 Endorsement from head of institution – Australia 



		10.

		CURRICULUM VITAE 



		11.

		ACKNOWLEDGMENTS [For Signing]

11.1 Acknowledgement from principal investigators and co-investigators

11.2 Declaration from principal investigators and co-investigators





		ANNEX

		DEFINITION OF TECHNOLOGY READINESS LEVELS (TRLs)





 

 

[bookmark: _Hlk159422572]All personal information is treated in confidence. The information is furnished to the A*STAR Group and CSIRO with the understanding that it shall be used or disclosed for evaluation, reference and reporting purposes. To find out more about how the A*STAR Group uses your personal data, please refer to our privacy statement at https://www.a-star.edu.sg/privacy-statement. 

For CSIRO:

Privacy 

CSIRO is bound to protect personal information in accordance with the Privacy Act 1988 and the Australian Privacy Principles. 



Personal Information is collected of applicants and their project partners for the purposes of delivering the programme. This personal information may include applicant or project partners’ name, business address, email address and phone number. By submitting an application the participant agrees that we will collect, use and disclose personal information in accordance with the CSIRO Privacy Policy for the purposes of facilitating the programme. 



CSIRO may disclose personal information to third parties including international programme collaborators, relevant Australian Government entities (including Austrade, DFAT), experts, industry partners and research institutes for the purposes of assessing eligibility and merit criteria and for the purposes of delivering the programme. 



CSIRO will handle all personal information collected in accordance with CSIRO’s Privacy Policy, which is available online at https://www.csiro.au/en/About/Access-to-information/Privacy. This Privacy Policy contains general information about: 



•	accessing and requesting amendment of personal information, and 

•	how you can make a privacy related complaint. 



As part of your application, you acknowledge that participants have been informed of CSIRO’s privacy statement and CSIRO Privacy Policy and have provided their consent to the handling of their personal information in the ways described in the CSIRO privacy statement and the CSIRO Privacy Policy for the purpose of the Programme.




1 MAIN DETAILS



1.1	DETAILS OF PUBLIC SECTOR RESEARCH PERFORMERS AND INDUSTRY COLLABORATORS 

 

The submission of every joint proposal must involve one Singapore-based public sector research performer and CSIRO (Australia). Please include the details of all Principal Investigators, Co-Investigator(s) and Industry Collaborators (if any) participating in this project.  

 

The Principal Investigators (PIs) are the lead researchers responsible for the milestones and deliverables of the project, coordinating research activities carried out by the research team, managing the grant award and submitting progress reports on behalf of the research team. The Singapore PI must be a public sector research performer. The Australian PI must be a researcher from CSIRO.   

 

The Co-Investigator(s) (Co-I) will be the person(s) leading and managing a particular aspect of the collaborative effort. 

 

A “Collaborator” means any company, institution, incorporated body or other industry or academic collaborator, which is not an Institution or an Investigator but is to be engaged in the Research in collaboration with the Institutions or any of them. For this bilateral agreement, Australia-based industry collaborators are not eligible to receive funding directly and indirectly. Singapore-based collaborators are not eligible to receive funding directly and indirectly unless specifically provided for in the grant and approved by Grantor.





		Singapore-based representatives 



		Principal Investigator (PI) 

Institution/Division

Address 

E-mail Address

Phone Number

		[Public Sector Only]



		Co-Investigator (Co-PI)*

Institution/Division

Address 

E-mail Address

Phone Number

		[Public sector Only]



		Industry Collaborator* Institution/Division

Address 

E-mail Address

Phone Number

		[Industry Collaborator]



		Australia-based representatives



		Principal Investigator (PI) 

Institution/Division

Address 

E-mail Address

Phone Number

		[Please indicate whether public sector or industry]



		Co-Investigator (Co-PI)*

Institution/Division

Address 

E-mail Address

Phone Number

		[Please indicate whether public sector or industry]



		Industry Collaborator* Institution/Division

Address 

E-mail Address

Phone Number

		[Industry Collaborator]





  * Please add / remove where appropriate 



1.2 LAY ABSTRACT OF PROPOSAL


In no more than 300 words, please provide a general description of the proposal that can be understood by a non-scientific audience. Please include its importance to “Innovations in Food for Sustainability”, and where appropriate, the approach of the research proposal.

*Please note that the lay abstract may be released to the media for the purpose of announcement of the grant call results. 

		





































































1.3 SCIENTIFIC ABSTRACT OF PROPOSAL


In no more than 500 words, please provide a succinct and accurate description of the proposal. This includes the specific aims, hypothesis, methodology and approach; and the impact to “Innovations in Food for Sustainability”, including the potential value creation/capture. Please also include at least 5 key words related to the project.

*Please note that the scientific abstract may be released to the media for the purpose of announcement of the grant call results. 

		Key words: 











1.4 
DECLARATION OF ETHICS APPROVAL

Please note that approval of the grant is subject to ethics approval. Please tick if your study involves the following ethics categories. Kindly indicate the expiry date of the ethics approval and attach the relevant ethics approval documentation. 

If your research involves any of the ethics categories but ethics approval is not necessary, please provide the relevant rationale under the comments textbox.

Please tick, where appropriate, if your study involves the following:

		Ethics Category

		Involved?

(tick if yes)

		Ethics Approval Required?

(tick if yes)

		Ethics Approval Expiry Date

(dd/mm/yyy)

		Comments/Reasons



		Human subject

		[bookmark: Check1]|_|

		|_|

		

		



		Use of Human Tissues or Cells

		|_|

		|_|

		

		



		Animal Experimentation

		|_|

		|_|

		

		



		Use of Animal Tissues or Cells

		|_|

		|_|

		

		



		Requirement for containment Class 2 and above

		|_|

		|_|

		

		







Ethics approvals are required. A copy of the ethics approval is attached:

		Yes	|_|



		No 	|_|





No ethics approvals are required for the submitted application.	|_|











































2 DETAILS OF RESEARCH

In no more than 8 pages (excluding the reference section), please include the following sections in the research proposal. 

2.1 Excellence (Science and Team synergy)

2.1.1 Specific Aims of the Research

		State what the proposed research intends to accomplish and/or what hypothesis is to be tested. Indicate the project’s start TRL[footnoteRef:2] and the target TRL that the proposed research aims to achieve by the end of the project term.  [2:  Please refer to the Annex for the definition of the TRL levels.] 








2.1.2 Background and Problem Statement

		Include background on the research proposal, the current problem(s)/challenge(s) and motivation for the proposed research. 








2.1.3 Overview of Methodology and Approaches

		Describe the hypotheses and methodologies, highlighting the novelty and originality of the concepts or approaches. State how the proposed approaches differentiate and set them apart from others in the same field.









2.1.4 Capability of Research Team

		Singapore and Australia investigators should describe previous works that are related to this proposal and any key preliminary results that would help support this proposal. Team members should also demonstrate synergy in capabilities and interests.



























2.2 Path to Impact (benefits and outcomes)

		Describe the ways in which your work will benefit industry or community and the partners that you are engaging or will likely engage to translate the knowledge from this research to uptake.  Team is to consider the benefits from multiple stakeholder perspectives including:

· Benefits to society more broadly, the economy, and/or environment

· Benefits to the partnering organisations, i.e., an articulation of the value an industry partner is seeking to realise

· Any benefits that have been indicated as an area of priority for the Singapore/Australia government

Team is encouraged to provide the quantitative and/or qualitative impact of the technology of the technology if implemented following the success of the project (where applicable).

 







2.3 Alignment with Programme Aims and Outcomes 

		Describe how the proposed research will lead to one or more of the objectives of the programme:

a. Develop new or novel ingredients to enable sustainable food production via fractionation and/or precision fermentation to help accelerate delivery to market;


b. Gain a greater understanding of the nutritional profiles of novel foods and identify and implement strategies to develop nutritionally balanced products, which may include hybrid and blended products, and facilitate consumer acceptance (e.g. addressing communicating innovation, risks and health benefits of novel foods and innovative technologies to consumers);


c. Value add to by-products through food side stream/ waste valorisation and develop value added opportunities for industry;


d. Engage with industry, government, community and other R&D organisations to achieve greater impact.





 



















2.4 Key Performance Indicators (KPIs), Tracking Indicators (TIs) and Desired Outcomes 

Please list the targets for the listed KPIs and TIs, and desired outcomes that this collaboration aims to achieve, and delete rows where not applicable. 



KPIs:



		No.

		Category

		Definition

		Target



		1

		

Number of joint publications with an overseas joint collaborator 




		Joint publications have to include researchers from both sides and are based off the funded project. 



		





		

		Add new rows where applicable

		

		






Additional TIs 

		No.

		Category

		Definition

		Target



		1

		
TI: 

Number of publications (top 10% most 

highly cited journals) 






		The top 10% most highly cited journals will be based on the CiteScore rankings maintained by Scopus 

(https://www.scopus.com/sources.uri, titles in top 10 percentile, Source type Journals and Conference Proceedings). 

 



		 



		2

		TI: No of Master’s/PhD students trained/under training



		· 

		



		

		Add new rows where applicable

		

		











































2.5 Project Schedule and Milestones 

	

Please use shading for the time points to propose detailed scientific milestones and key deliverables that the project aims to achieve in the period of funding. These will be used to assess the progress of the study. The progress of the project will be taken into consideration for continued disbursement of funds. Please adjust the project duration accordingly. 



For Singapore research performer:



		

		

		Year 1

		Year 2



		

		Milestone/
Deliverables

		Q1

		Q2

		Q3

		Q4

		Q1

		Q2

		Q3

		Q4



		

		Objective 1

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		Objective 2

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		Objective 3

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		KPI 1 

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		KPI 2

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		Annual Progress Report

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		Final Report

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		Add new rows as required 

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		









For Australia research performer:



		

		

		Year 1

		Year 2



		

		Milestone/
Deliverables

		Q1

		Q2

		Q3

		Q4

		Q1

		Q2

		Q3

		Q4



		

		Objective 1

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		Objective 2

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		Objective 3

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		KPI 1

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		KPI 2

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		Annual Progress Report

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		Final Report

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		Add new rows as required 

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		









2.6 Project Deliverables 

A restatement of the deliverables indicated in section 2.5. This is to clearly state what each party expects at the end of the project. 



For Singapore-based research performer  

The deliverables for this project are:

1.	

2.	

3.	



For Australia-based research performer 
The deliverables for this project are:

1.	

2.	

3.	












2.7 References (maximum 1 page)

Please list the references in the order cited in your proposed methodology and approaches. 



















































































































3.	RISK AND MITIGATION PLAN



		Describe the technical risks and mitigation plan/approach.









 







































































4.	BUDGET



1.1 

2.1 

3.1 

4.1 For Singapore Public-Sector Research Performer (Budget Request)

Please indicate ‘NA’ where appropriate.


		Manpower / Labour (FTE) (please list)

		No.

		Year 1 (S$)

		Year 2 (S$) 



		PI

		

		

		



		Postdoctoral Fellow

		

		

		



		Research Assistant/Student Intern

		

		

		



		Laboratory Technician

		

		

		



		Project Manager

		

		

		



		FTE Subtotal

		

		



		Equipment (please list)

		No.

		Year 1 (S$)

		Year 2 (S$)



		

		

		

		



				Equipment Subtotal

		0

		



		Other Operating Expenses (OOE)

		

		Year 1 (S$)

		Year 2 (S$)



		Materials & Consumables

		

		



		OOE Subtotal

		

		



		Overseas Travel

		Year 1 (S$)

		Year 2 (S$)



		Conferences

		

		



		Indirect costs (30%)

		

		



		GRAND TOTAL (SGD)

		

		





















































4.2 For Australia Public-Sector Research Performer (Budget Request)



		Manpower / Labour (FTE) (please list)

		No.

		Year 1 (A$)

		Year 2 (A$) 



		PI

		

		

		



		Postdoctoral Fellow

		

		

		



		Research Assistant/Student Intern

		

		

		



		Laboratory Technician

		

		

		



		Project Manager

		

		

		



		FTE Subtotal

		

		



		Equipment (please list)

		No.

		Year 1 (A$)

		Year 2 (A$)



		

		

		

		



				Equipment Subtotal

		0

		



		Other Operating Expenses (OOE)

		

		Year 1 (A$)

		Year 2 (A$)



		Materials & Consumables

		

		



		OOE Subtotal

		

		



		Overseas Travel

		Year 1 (A$)

		Year 2 (A$)



		Conferences

		

		



		Indirect costs

		

		



		GRAND TOTAL (SGD)

		

		









4.3 Total Project Cost



		Estimated total project cost (S$):



		Singapore-based public sector research performer (including indirect costs, if any)

		



		Singapore-based Co-PI

		



		

		Total sum (S$):



		Australia-based PI

		



		Australia-based Co-PI

		



		

		Total sum (A$):



		Grand Total (S$)

		









[bookmark: _MON_1403529262][bookmark: _MON_1403529441][bookmark: _MON_1399289661][bookmark: _MON_1399289868][bookmark: _MON_1399289920][bookmark: _MON_1399290020][bookmark: _MON_1399290046][bookmark: _MON_1399290073][bookmark: _MON_1399290085][bookmark: _MON_1399290096][bookmark: _MON_1399290124]






5 WORK CONTRIBUTION OF TEAM MEMBERS AND COLLABORATION PLANS


Please provide detailed description of the work contribution of each of the team members of all Singapore-based and Australia-based public sector research performers and industry collaborators (if applicable). 


Applications should describe in detail:

· The lead Singapore and Australia institutions involved in the project,

· Details on the interaction between investigators of both countries,

· Specific contribution and responsibilities of the Singapore and Australia PIs and Industry Collaborators (if any),

· Involvement (i.e. in terms of man-months per year) of all PI(s), Co-I(s) and industry collaborators (if any),

· Achievements that are relevant and necessary in ensuring success for the proposed research.

		









		No.

		Name

		Role In Project

		Institute/Industry name

		EOM Required (Yes/No)

		% Effort within project 
(Total 100%)

		% Effort within own job scope



		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 



		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 



		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 



		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 



















6 OTHER FUNDING SUPPORT



Please provide details on the funding or other resources provided by any participating industry/institute partner(s) related to this research project. 



		Type of Resource

		Funding Organisation

		Duration of Support (Years)

		Expiry Date (dd/mm/yyyy)



		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		









7 INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY


Likelihood of protectable IP from this Project?



· Patentable invention 

	Yes/ No/ Unlikely/ Possible



· Other form of IP (e.g.: Proprietary Know-How/Copyright)

	Yes/ No/ Unlikely/ Possible





Likelihood of commercializing/licensing the discovery/invention from this 

Project?



· Commercialisation 



Yes/ No/ Unlikely/ Possible 



Likelihood of Project Parties jointly owning patentable Joint Project IP



Yes/No



· IP Lead Party (if Yes)

[insert Project Party name] is to be the IP Lead Party for [insert description of the Joint Project IP]





























8. INDUSTRY COLLABORATOR DETAILS (IF APPLICABLE)



8.1 Corporate profile and industry overview



For both the Singapore and Australia-based industry partner, please provide details on the:

· Parent company, including country of incorporation at the group level (provide shareholding structure, detailing parent/ or holding companies, subsidiaries, and/or related entities of the company if applicable), 

· Corporate business models and/or activities and strategy, 

· Employment profile (E.g. number of employees) and key financial figures in Singapore/Australia,

· Key products and services,

· Target market in terms of customers, market segment and geographical coverage,

· Trends and outlook for the industry segments the company operates in. 

		









8.2 
Industry collaborator involvement



Please elaborate on:

· The role of the industry collaborator in this project,

· The desired outcome of the project, from the industry collaborator’s perspective (i.e. new technology, products and/or services). 

		







Singapore-Based Industry Partner



|_|	For and behalf of the company, I declare that the facts stated in this form and accompanying information are true. 



|_|	I understand that this application is subject to evaluation and nothing in this form constitutes a commitment to approve an application or procure the approval of an application. 





		Name:

		



		

		



		Designation:

		



		

Date:

		





		

Email Address

and Contact Number: 

		





		

Company Name and UEN:

		



		





Signature

		







*Signature of Authorized Signatory on behalf of the Company




Australia-Based Industry Partner 



|_|	For and behalf of the company, I declare that the facts stated in this form and accompanying information are true. 



|_|	I understand that this application is subject to evaluation and nothing in this form constitutes a commitment to approve an application or procure the approval of an application. 





		Name:

		



		

		



		Designation:

		



		

Date:

		





		

Email Address

and Contact Number: 

		



		

Company Name:

		



		





Signature:

		







*Signature of Authorized Signatory on behalf of the Company



9 
ENDORSEMENT

9.1 Endorsement from Principal Investigators and Industry Collaborators



In signing the Grant Application, all Principal Investigators (PIs) and Industry Collaborators as well as Co-Investigator(s) (Co-Is) UNDERTAKE, on any Grant Award, to:

· Not send similar versions of part(s) of this proposal to other agencies for funding.

· Submit supporting documents of ethics approval obtained from the relevant Institutional Review Board (IRB) and Animal Ethics Committee for studies involving human subjects / human tissues or cells, and animal / animal tissues or cells respectively. 

· Be actively engaged in the execution of the research and comply with all laws, rules and regulations pertaining to animal and human ethics, including the Singapore Good Clinical Practice Guidelines (for Singapore applicants)

· Ensure that all publications arising from research wholly or partly funded by A*STAR will be forwarded to A*STAR. (For Singapore applicants only)

· Obtain approval from A*STAR before engaging in any commercial activity that will exploit the findings funded by A*STAR. (for Singapore applicants only)

· State that this project is funded by A*STAR and CSIRO when disclosing the research result.



I / We declare that the facts stated in this application and the accompanying information are true and that this is an original and latest version of the proposal.

I / We also declare that no other versions of this proposal (or parts thereof) with similar objectives, scope, deliverables or outcomes have been or will be submitted to any other funding bodies.

		Name

		Name and Designation

		Institution

		Signature

		Date



		Singapore-based 

Principal Investigator (PI)

		

		

		

		



		



		Australia-based 

Principal Investigator (PI)

		

		

		

		



		







* Please add / remove where appropriate







9.2 
Endorsement from Head of Institution – Singapore



To be completed by the Executive Director of the A*STAR RI or with the appropriate endorsement by the respective Host Institution (by the Chief Executive Director, Executive Director, the Director of Research or equivalent). 

		Specific Comments: 



		































In signing the Grant Application, the Host Institution UNDERTAKES to:



· Confirm the accuracy and completeness of the information submitted. 

· Ensure that the applicant is independently salaried by the institution for the entire period of the grant. 

· Ensure that the budget is appropriate and reasonable (e.g., no double funding/excessive purchase of equipment), and is aligned with the Host Institution’s HR and other policies. 

· Ensure that the proposed research will be conducted in the Host Institution.

· Provide adequate resources to the applicant for the entire grant period (e.g., lab spaces, mentorship and career development support).

· Ensure that the funds provided are used for appropriate purposes.

· Ensure that the study complies with all laws, rules and regulations pertaining to national and the institution’s research operating procedures and guidelines. 



The Institution supports/does not support* this proposal. 

		Name:

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		



		Designation:

		

		

		Institution:

		



		

		

		

		

		



		Signature:

		

		

		Date:

		



		

		

		

		

		







* Please delete where appropriate






9.3 Endorsement from Delegation – Australia



To be completed by the Representative of the Institution 

		Specific Comments: 



		































In signing the Grant Application, the Host Institution UNDERTAKES to:



· Confirm the accuracy and completeness of the information submitted. 

· Ensure that the applicant is independently salaried by the institution for the entire period of the grant. 

· Ensure that the budget is appropriate and reasonable (e.g., no double funding/excessive purchase of equipment), and is aligned with the Institution’s policies. 

· Ensure that the proposed research will be conducted in the Institution.

· Provide adequate resources to the applicant for the entire grant period (e.g., lab spaces, mentorship and career development support).

· Ensure that the funds provided are used for appropriate purposes.

· Ensure that the study complies with all laws, rules and regulations pertaining to national and the institution’s research operating procedures and guidelines. 



The Institution supports/does not support* this proposal. 

		Name:

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		



		Designation:

		

		

		Institution:

		



		

		

		

		

		



		Signature:

		

		

		Date:

		



		

		

		

		

		







* Please delete where appropriate





















10 CURRICULUM VITAE								



Please use the format below to provide the required information on PI(s) and Co-I(s). Indicate NA if the required information is not applicable. Each CV should not exceed 4 pages for the Lead PIs and 2 pages for Co-I(s). 



· Name

· Age

· Office Mailing Address 

· Email

· Contact No

· Current position and past employment history

· Order details in reverse chronological order

· Provide full details, i.e joint appointments, other academic appointments including those outside of Singapore,

· Provide duration of appointment, type of appointment, the research topic, the institute and the research supervisor, if applicable.

· Academic qualifications

· Please indicate institution’s name and date of awarded degree

· Research interests

· Publications in the last 3 years 

· Include only publications of direct relevance to proposal research area, stating impact factors where applicable

· Please emphasize your name in bold

· Patents held (related or unrelated to study)

· Scientific awards



For Singapore-based PI and Co-PI (if applicable) only, please indicate the following: 


|_|	Is the percentage of your primary appointment at your host institution at least 75%?



|_|	Are you salaried at your host institution?








11 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS	



11.1  Acknowledgement from Principal Investigators and Co-Investigator(s) (Co-Is)



In submitting this application form, all Principal Investigators (PIs) and Co-Investigator(s) (Co-Is) acknowledge that this is an A*STAR and CSIRO bilateral programme and that both implementing agencies (A*STAR and CSIRO) will use the information we provide in accordance with the following:



· ‘Innovations in Food for Sustainability’ Grant Guidelines

· Singaporean laws

· applicable Australian laws.



Accordingly, we understand that A*STAR and CSIRO may share any personal information provided in this application with personnel:



1. for purposes directly related to administering the program, including governance, research and the distribution of funds to successful applicants. 

1. to facilitate research, assessment, monitoring and analysis of programmes and activities unless otherwise prohibited by law.

We understand that information that is deemed ‘confidential’ in accordance with the grant opportunity guidelines may also be shared for a relevant Singaporean or Australian government purpose. A*STAR and CSIRO may publish information on individual grants in the public domain, including on its websites, unless otherwise prohibited by law.



11.2  Declaration from Principal Investigators and Co-Investigator(s) (Co-Is)



In submitting the application form, all Principal Investigators (PIs) and Co-Investigator(s) (Co-Is) declare that they have read and understood the ‘Innovations in Food for Sustainability’ Grant Guidelines, including the privacy, confidentiality and disclosure provisions.



We declare that we will comply with, and require that our subcontractors and independent contractors comply with, all applicable laws.



I declare that the information contained in this application together with any statement provided is, to the best of my knowledge, accurate, complete and not misleading. 


We acknowledge that we may be requested to provide further clarification or documentation to verify the information supplied in this form and that the implementing agency (A*STAR and CSIRO) may, during the application process, consult with other government agencies, about the applicant’s claims and may also engage external technical to advise on information provided in the application.



We agree to participate in the periodic evaluation of the services undertaken by the implementing agency.



We approve the information in this application being communicated to A*STAR and CSIRO in electronic form.



We acknowledge that if A*STAR and CSIRO are satisfied that any statement made in an application is incorrect, incomplete, false or misleading, the implementing agency may, at its absolute discretion, take appropriate action. We note such action may include excluding an application from further consideration; withdrawing an offer of funding; and/or for a grant under management, terminating a grant agreement between the relevant implementing agency (A*STAR or CSIRO).



We declare that we have appointed the appropriate team member to submit this form on behalf of the research team.



In signing off this section, all Principal Investigators (PIs) and Co-Investigator(s) (Co-Is) acknowledge that they have read, understand and agree on the above acknowledgements and declarations.



		Name

		Name and Designation

		Institution

		Signature

		Date



		Singapore-based 

Principal Investigator (PI)

		

		

		

		



		Singapore-based 

Co-Investigator (Co-I)

		

		

		

		



		



		Australia-based 

Principal Investigator (PI)

		

		

		

		



		Australia-based 

Co-Investigator (Co-I)

		

		

		

		



		






* Please add / remove where appropriate















































































ANNEX – DEFINITIONS OF TECHNOLOGY READINESS LEVELS (TRLs)



		TRL

		Description

		Example



		1

		Basic principles observed

		Scientific observations made and reported. Examples could include paper-based studies of a technology’s basic properties.



		2

		Technology concept formulated

		Envisioned applications are speculative at this stage. Examples are often limited to analytical studies.



		3

		Experimental proof of concept

		Effective research and development initiated. Examples include studies and laboratory measurements to validate analytical predictions.



		4

		Technology validated in lab

		Technology validated through designed investigation. Examples might include analysis of the technology parameter operating range. The results provide evidence that envisioned application performance requirements might be attainable.



		5

		Technology validated in relevant environment

		Reliability of technology significantly increases. Examples could involve validation of a semi-integrated system/model of technological and supporting elements in a simulated environment.



		6

		Technology demonstrated in relevant environment

		Prototype system verified. Examples might include a prototype system/model being produced and demonstrated in a simulated environment.



		7

		System model or prototype demonstration in operational environment

		A major increase in technological maturity. Examples could include a prototype model/system being verified in an operational environment.



		8

		System complete and qualified

		System/model produced and qualified. An example might include the knowledge generated from TRL 7 being used to manufacture an actual system/model, which is subsequently qualified in an operational environment. In most cases, this TRL represents the end of development. 



		9

		Actual system proven in operational environment

		System/model proven and ready for full commercial deployment. An example includes the actual system/model being successfully deployed for multiple missions by end users.
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